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To the RE AD E 
 FT\HIS Explanation begun for the Uſe 

| and Benefit of my Pariſhioners, upon 
the finiſhing and peruſal of it, I was re- 
queſted to have it printed, both for their 
Profit, and the Advantage of others.; there- 
fore , have complied with them, and am in 


hopes it may be of publick Uſe, as it is 
written in a plain and eaſy Style, and the 


Anſwers and Arguments ſuited to the loweſt 


Capacity; altho* there have been many good 


Treatiſes written on this Subject, by more 
learned and abler Penmen, I cruſt in God, 


that the Sincerity and Integrity, and the plain 
and comprehenſive Method, the Compoſer 
has made Choice of, will pledd for his pub- 


Iiſhing this Eſſay, expecting it may be of 


general Uſe, as it clearly explains all the 
Doctrines of Faith and Practice, that are 
generally neceſſary to Salvation. The great 
Regard the Publiſher of this has for his 
Countrymen of the Roman Communion, 
who are overſpread with a dark Cloud of 


Ignorance, Obſtinacy and Error, was one 


main Inducement to him, hoping if they 
would give themſelves the trouble to look 
into the plain Reaſons, and the clear Argu- 
ments, by which the principal Errors of their 
Religion, both in Doctrine and Worſhip, 
are refuted, without Art, or much Philoſophy, 
it may produce that _ by the Gon — 
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ir To the READER. 


God aſſiſting them, which is to be earneſtly 
prayed for, that in a ſhort Time the Eyes of 


their Underſtanding may be opened, and 
their Prejudices of Education laid aſide; and 


that they will at length come to the ſaving 
Knowledge of the revealed Will of God, ſet 
forth in the Holy Scriptures. I muſt allow 
there are a much greater Number of Books. 
publiſhed, than are of Uſe in the World, but 
Books tending to a right Inſtruction, in the 


Doctrines and Precepts of the Goſpel of. 


Chriſt, which contain the beſt Syſtems of 


| Virtue and Morality, will always be of 


Uſe ;. and the eaſier and plainer theſe Doc- 
trines and Precepts are laid down, the bet- 


ter Effect they will have on Peoples Lives 


and Morals. | | 


To this End did the Biſhops and Paſtors 


of our Church compile, at the Time of the 


Reformation, our Church Catechiſm, which 


is a ſhort Summary of the principal Doc- 


trines, Precepts, and Inſtitutions, of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, containing all Things ge- 


nerally neceſſary to Salvation; and to make 


it ſuit the meaneſt Capacities the better, have 
compoſed it by Way of Queſtion and An- 
ſwer, which is called catechizing, from a 
Greek Word, which ſignifies to teach and in- 
ſtru& after this Manner; hence the Heathen, 
who were converted to Chriſtianity, in the 
primitive Ages of the Church, were called 


Catecumens, and it has been the Practice of all 


Ages of the Chriſtian Church to inſtruct = 
2 is 


To the READER, . 
this Manner, probably from the Jewiſh 
Church, who took great Care, to have their 
Touth early taught the Principles of their 
Religion; and this made ſuch a deep Im- 
preſſion on them, that it was with much 
Difficulty they. could be brought to receive 
the more eaſy Freoepu of the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel. 

Foſephus,' the Jewiſh Hiſtorian, tells us, 


his Time; for in every Village there was 
one whom they called an Inſtruftor of 
Childrenz to the Age of ten they were 
taught the Law, from thence. to thirteen: 
the Talmud, and, when publiekly examined 
and approved of, were called Children of the 
Precept: * this good Practice of the Jewiſh: 
Church was imitated by the Chriſtian Church. 
in the earlieſt Ages of it, as all other pious 
and uſeful Cuſtoms were. St. Mart, Pan- 
tenus, Clemens Alexandrinus, who wrote a 
Catechiſm called the Child's Guide, Ori- 
gin, and others, were famous Catechiſts in 
Alexandria, as Cyril was at Jeruſalem, who 
wrote an Expoſition on it, which is ſtill ex- 
tant: This uſeful Practice diffuſed itſelf into 
theſe weſtern Parts, till the Errors of Popery 
| prevailed from the 6th- Century to the 15th, 
when the more the People were kept in 18 
norance, they cou'd manage them the better, 
and make them ſwallow ſuch Doctrines as 
tended both to the Power and Profit of their 
A2 GU. 


See Buxtorf of the Jewiſh  Pyangogue, ch. 7. p. 141-— 
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i To the READER, 


Clergy, tho? contrary to Scripture, Reaſon, 
and the common Senſe of Mankind, 

This State of Darkneſs and Ignorance 
continued till the Times of the Reformation, 
when Catechiſms and Books of Inſtruction 
revived among all Sets and Religions 
then extant, which gave a greater Foil to 
Popery by their own Confeſſion, than any 
other Method the Reformed could make 
Uſe of: I could wiſh this excellent Method 
of inſtructing the Ignorant, and putting o- 
thers in mind of their Duty, was more fol- 
lowed than it is amongſt us. BY 
It wou'd be in all Probability the likelieſt 
Means to revive a true Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
and of reforming the erroneous Practices of 
religious Worſhip, and planting a good No- 
tion of Virtue and Picty, and an Abhorrence 
of Vice and Immorality ; with this View it 

were much to be deſired, that Biſhops and 
Curates wou'd, to the beſt of their * 
promote ſo good a Work: that the ſeveral 
Incumbents and Curates of Pariſhes wou'd 
inſiſt more on this Way of inſtructing, by 
Lectures on the Church Catechifm, in igno- 
rant Congregations, than by learned Diſ- 


cCourſes from the Pulpit, which might in 


Time produce much better Effects. 
Note, the Publiſher of this Eſſay has not 
burthened it or the Reader with many uſeleſs 


'_ Quotations of Scripture, making Uſe only 


oi thoſe that are neceſſary to prove any ma- 
terial Points. 
THE 
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4 . E C T. I. Of Catechizing in general. 

9 

7 2. JH AT is the Uſe of catechi- 
2 * 6 

177 ing ? 

6, | 4 The main Uſe and Intent of it is to 


ft inſtru the Ignorant and Unlearned in the 
4 Principles of true Religion, by the Way of 


5 Queſtion and Anſwer. 

be low long has this Method been made 

n- uſe of ? * 

be A. From the earlieſt Ages of the Chriſtian 

8 Church: derived probably from the like 

57 Practice in the Jewiſh Church; which took 

— great Care to have their Children early in- 

53 ſtructed in the Rites and Practices of reli. 

— gious Worſhip. 

on. _ 2, Why is this Method of inſtructing by 

64 _ of Queſtion and Anſwer ſo much in 
e 

ad | B A. Becauſe 


— 2 


ö 
{ 2] 
A. Becauſe it is the eaſieſt and moſt fa- 


miliar Way of —— Knowledge to 


others. 
Q: What are ther main Things that Chriſ- 


2 require ſuch careful Inſtruction in? 


A. The main Points are the Articles of 


our Chriſtian Faith, the Commandments 
of God, and the Inſtitutions of our Saviour 
"Jeſus Chriſt. Le 

9. What is your Opinion of the Cate- 

chiſm ſet forth by Authority, in the Churches 

of England and Ireland? 

A. 1 take it to be a ſhort Summary of 
Chriji's Doctrine and Precepts, very ne- 
ceffary to be learned by all, for Condu@ of 
Life here, and Happineſs hereafter. 

2: Are there any ſuch among other 
Churches, and religious Sects of People? 

A. There is icarce any religious Set or 
Society of People that want it, be their 
Tenets ever ſo erroneous ; which 1s a main 
Cauſe of keeping the Members of their Com- 
munity ſo ſtrictly attached to them. 

Can you name me any of them? 


A. The Romiſb Church have their larger 


and ſhorter Catechiſms, ſo have the Luther- 
an and Greek Churches, as alſo the Diſſenters 


amongſt us; and their Care to inſtil them 
early into their Youth, induces them to ad- 


here ſtrictly to their Principles ever after. 
©. Does our Church Catechiſm contain 


zu Things neceſſar to | Sajvation | ? 
4 4 A. It 


| 5 o 


© — 
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A. It does in a brief Manner contain all 
Things neceſſary to Salvation, our Duty to- 
wards God, and our Neighbour alſo, ſet 
down in the ten Commandments 3' the Arti- 
cles of our Chriſtian Faith, comprized in the 
Apoſtles Creed,' and the Inſtitutions of our 
Saviour Jeſus Corif, enerally neceffary to 
Salvation, wherein Faith, Repentance, and a 
good Life, are plainly recommended ; but 
for more Inſtruction, we may apply to the 
Holy Scriptures, eſpecially theſe of the N ew 
Teſtament. — 


SE C T. II. of the G oſpet i Covenant 


2 What Weide have you of the Goſpel 
Covenant, declared in the Holy Scriptures ? 

A. I take it to conſiſt of ſome Promiſes 
made by God to Mankind; through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Conditions on 
our Part, by which we may be made Parta- 
kers of them. 5 

9. What are the Promiſes of God made 
to Mankind through Chrift Jeſus, our Lord? 

A. Pardon of Sins, upon our ſincere Re- 

ntance, and Grace to fulfil our Duty to 

im, and everlaſting Flappinels in the Life 
to come. 

What are the Conditions on our 

Parts by which we thay obtain the Benefits 
of thoſe Promiſes made to us? 


B 2 * 


s EC T. III. Of the Uſe }f Golfer and | 


[4] 
A; A ſtedfaſt Faith in God the Father, 
- our Lord Feſus Cbriſt, a Dependance on 
his Merits, and Satisfaction for us, by his 
Death. and Paſſion, and on the: Aſiſtance 
and Guidance of the Holy- Spirit of God; to | 
conduct us in a virtuous, and Holy Life, 
according. to. God's Commands, - which we 
ought earneſtly and Daily to pray fr. 
Pad: What is then neceſſary; on our | 


oy” | *Y pentance for Sins paſt e . 
— 4.— to lead a good Life for the Fu- 
rure, 


Geamorhers in Baptiſm. 


2. What is your Name ? 
A. N. or M. 


2 Why was this eaſy Queſtion put to 
you, at the Entrance of youre Church Cate- 
chiſm ? 

A. To ſignify what Profeſſion I took up- 
on me, when I was baptized in that Name. 

2. What Name was this, thas: Was given 
you at your Baptiſm. ,. 

A. My Chriſtian Name. 

9. Why was this Chriſtian Name given 
you at your Baptiſm? - i, -», 

A, To diſtinguiſh, me from other Sefts of 
People, that are not * che Chriſtian, Pro- 

feſſion, 


53 


1 
feſſion, and to put me in Mind of that Pro- 
feſſion I entered into at my Baptiſm. 
2.” Is the Name given by our Sureties at 
Baptiſm, an eſſential Part of this Sacrament? 
A. It is not; for it is only an outward 
Form or Ceremony of human Appointment, 
very ſignificant to put us in Mind of that 
Faith we profeſs, and that Engagement we 
entered into at our Baptiſm, in our Infancy; 
fo that thoſe who do not hve up to the Cha- 
racter of a Chriſtian after this, do diſhonour 
that Name they took upon them at that 
Time. | | 
9. Who gave you this Name? £4: 
A. My Godfathers and Godmothers, in 
my Baptiſm, wherein-I was made a Member 
of Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheritor 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. . 
9 Why were Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers appointed at Baptiſm, to give you your 
Chriſtian Name, and not your natural Pa- 
rents? | | INLET 
A. From an Ancient Practice and U- 
ſage of the Church of God in all Ages of it; 
and as they take upon them by Promiſes to 
have the Children brought up and inſtructed 
in the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith; 
which they profeſs for us in our Baptiſmal 
Covenant, engaging thereby to make us an- 
ſwer the Import of that Name, which is then 


given us. | 
See Comber and Lewis, | 


61 
| S Is not this the Duty rather of our na- 
tural Parents than any others, who either 
cannot perform what they promiſe, or per- 
haps neglect to perform it, though they can? 
A. It is principally the Duty of our natu- 
ral Parents, but where they are inſufficient, 
or negligent, the Church has wiſely provi- 
ded others to take into their Care thoſe that 
want the Means of being better inftrutted. #| 
Q But how can one promiſe for anotherwhat | 
he cannot be ſure the other will ever perform? 
A. The Surety is only obliged to do his 
Duty in that reſpect, and endeavour to have 
the Child early inſtructed in the Prineiples of 
the Chriſtian Religion, if he finds any Neg- | 
I-& in the Natural Parents, and, if the 
Party baptized, neglects, or refuſeth to obey, 
when he comes to years, the Fault lies on. 
himſelf, not endeavouring to perform his 
Baptiſmal Covenant, and not on the Surety. 
9, What think you of thoſe Sureties 
who do not take Care to perform their Duty 
in this reſpect? „ l cf 
A. I take them to be guilty of a very 
great Crime, in neglecting to perform ſuch 
jolemn Promifes, of ſo ſacred a Nature, made 
before God, and his Church, and are in ſome 
Meaſure anſwerable for the“ Ignorance and 
Wickedneſs 


* See Dr. Wake on this Point, whoſe Method I 

have cloſely followed in the Courſe of this Work, 

being moſt intelligent and expreſſive of any Ex 
poſition I have met with, 


7 
Wickedneſs of thoſe whom they ought to 
have better inſtructed, and encreaſe the Pre- 
judice of Diſſenters, who are not well affect 
ed to the Uſe of Surtties in Baptiſm, on Ac- 
count of this general Neglect amongſt us. 
9. Is this Practice of Sureties in Baptiſm 
of any great Antiquity ? Ke Bip 
A. It ſeems to be ſo, and very probably 
from the Jewiſh Church, ® who at the ini- 
tiating Rite of Circumciſion, gave Names, 
and had Sureties alſo, eſpecially at the Ad- 
miſſion of Proſelytes, who were always bapti- 
zed with Water, as John's Baptiſm repre- 
ſents ; but we may very well be aſſured of 
the Uſe of Sureties in Baptiſm, from the 
Hiſtorical Accounts of the earlieſt Ages of 
the Chriſtian Church, when Sureties were re- 
quired from thoſe of riper Years, who be- 
came Converts from Heatheniſm to Chriſti- 
anity, | 
V But what Uſe can they be in theſe 
Parts of the World, where Chriſtianity is ſo 
generally profeſſed ? | 
A. Some Churches are not as yet free 
from a Mixture of Heathen Praftices in 
Chriſtian Worſhip, fo that till ſuch a right 
Change can be effected, this Ancient U- 
ſage of Sureties in Baptiſm, if for no other 
Reaſon, is ſtill neceſſary to be retained. 
A Can Baptiſm be rightly performed 
without Sureties in the Chriſtian Church ? 
B 4 A. It 
* See Lewis's Antiq. of the Jewiſh Church. 


PE — — 


[8] 
A. It can, as in the Caſe of Private Bap- 
tiſm, our Rubrick directs, when Infants are 
in Danger; but. our Church recommends 
the Uſe of Sureties in Baptiſm, as very ne- 
ceſſary and expedient, if they can be had. 
9. What are the Benefits to be expected 
on performing the Conditions of our Baptiſ- 
mal Covenant? 


dren of God, and Inheritors of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 


Chriſt ? | 

A. Itis to "el admitted into the Church 
of Chriſt, and ſo to be made a Member of 
that Body, of which Chriff is the Head. 


of God? 

A. Asby 0 of Wrath, 
and Diſpkafore, ſo are we reftored to the 
Favour of God, through the Merits of 
90 „and of Conſequence made Children 
od, by 92 through the Grace 
— Mercy of our Saviour, and his Suffer- 


the Scripture calls the Adoption of Sons, 
whereby we cry Abba Father, Rom. viii. 
25th. 
2. How are the Baptized ſaid to be In- 

heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven? 
A. Children by their Innocence, and adult 
Perſons 


A. To be made Members of Chriſt, Chi- 


9. What is it to be wade : a Member of 


2. What 1 is meant by being called a Child, 


ings and Interceſſion for us; this is what 


_ > » A > Y} NWMwu. 
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Perfons by the Work of Regeneration, dr a 
new Life, which eee axe. obliged 
to enter into, otherwiſe the outward waſhing 
with Water will not convey any Virtue, or 
avail them, if they do not endeavour after 
the inward and Spiritual Grace, which is to 
be obtained by Prayer and a good Life. 
., Are all the Baptized made Partakers 
of theſe Benefits:? 3 
A. They are all entitled to theſe Behefirs, 
who obſerve the Covenant enter'd into at 
their Baptiſm, and endeavour to keep it to 
the beſt of their Power. | 
9. What think you of thoſe, who never 
had the Opportunity of entering into the 
Church by this Rite of Baptiſm, accord- 
ing to thoſe Texts of Scripture, except a 
Man be born of Water, and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the-Kingdom of Heaven, 
Jobn 111, 3. and he that believeth, and is bap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth 
not, ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16? © © 
A. We muſt leave them to the uncove- 
nanted Mercies-of Gad, who will not require 
more of his Creatures than they are able, or 
he gives them Opportunity to perform. 


S EC r. Iv. of the Promiſes made by them 


| | in Baptipn. | TH 

9. What did your Godfathers and God- 
mothers promiſe for you? 1 

B 5 A. They 
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A. They did promiſe and vow three 
Things in my Name, Sc. 

What is the firſt Thing they did pro- 
miſe in your Name? 

A. That I ſhould renounce the Devil, and 
all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of 
this Wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts 
of the Fleſh. 4 

9. What does the renouncing all theſe 
fignify? 

A. It ſignifies an utter forſaking them; at 
leaſt ſuch an inward and hearty Abhorrence 
of them, as will have ſome Effect on our 
outward Actions, ſo as to endeavour not to 
follow, or be led by them. ö 

Do you think, that you will be able 
thus in this Life to renounce the Temptati- 
ons of the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, 
ſo as not to follow, or be led by them? 

A. By the Grace of God I will endeavour 
ſo to do, but by my own Power cannot pro- 
miſe, yet may keep myſelf, if I am fo inclined, 
from wilful and notorious Sins, and an evil 
and wicked Courſe of Life. 

9. Whom do you ſuppoſe the Devil to 
be, that you thus renounce? 

A. I ſuppoſe him to be the Prince of the 
fallen Angels, as the Scri 7 give an Ac- 
count of, the Tempter of Man to Sin, a reſt- 

Jeſs Spirit of Darkneſs, uſingall Arts to bring 

others into the ſame Condition with himſelf. 

9. Has he many Aſſociates ? 

A, 
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A. We are told a great Number, who af- 
ſiſt in tempting Men to Sin, and all wicked 
Acts. ö | 
9. What are the Works of the Devil you 
promiſed to renounce at your Baptiſm ? 

A. All Manner of Sin, but chiefly Price, 
Envy, Malice, Revenge, Murther, Lying, 
Witchcraft, and Idolatry; which are ſaid to 

roceed more immediately fram him, as his 
338 

9, What are the Pomps and Vanities of 
the World you promiſed to renounce ? 

A. The ſplendid Shew and Grandeur ma- 
ny make Uſe of, exceeding their Rank, Qua- 
lity, and Circumſtances in the World; all 
Shews, Plays,.and other Entertainments that 
are too expenſive. or waſte roo much of our 

recious Time, or are apt to hurt the Mo- 
rals of Men. 

A What are more particularly the Vanities 
of the World ? 

A. By Vanities I further underſtand all 
Luxury, Pride, and Profuſeneſs in our. Way 
of Living, and the many evil Conſequences 
attending theſe Sins, ſuch as Injuſtice, Fraud, 
and Oppreſſion, to ſupport theſe Vanities. 

2. What do you underſtand by the ſin- 
ful Luſts of the Fleſh, which you renounce ? 

A. We are to renounce all Acts of Un 
cleanneſs and Debauchery, ſuch as Adultery, 
Fornication, Rioting, and Drunkenneſs, all 


the Appetites and Deſires of our Minds, 
when 
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when not ſubdued and brought under; in 
ſhort, all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, 
inconſiſtent with Chriſtian Purity, and which 
render us unclean in the Sight of God, 

2 What was the ad Thing your Godfa- 
thers and Godmothers promiſed for You at 
your Baptiſm ? * p 

A. That I ſhould believe all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian' Faith, 

9 Where are theſe Articles to be found? 

A. In the Apoſtles Creed, founded on the 
Holy Ferie of the New Teſtament eſ- 
pecially, 

9. Why are they called the Apoſtles. 
Creed ? 

A. On the Account of its being a Summa- 

of Faith compiled near their Times, 
which is ſtill extant, and agreeable to the 
Doctrines they taught. 

9. What was the gd Thing your Godfa- 
thers and Godmothers promifed for you at 
your Baptiſm ? 

A. That J ſhould keep God's Holy Will 
.and Commandments, and walk in the ſame 
all the Days of my Life, 

9. Where is the Holy Will of God, and 
his Commandments to be found ? + 

A. In the old and new Teſtament, chiefly 
in the 2oth Chap. of Exodus, and the 5th of 
St. Matthew, which oblige all People to 
the obſervance of them, and, being moral], 


are of continual Obligation. 
9. Doſt 
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9, Doſt thou think thou art bound to 
elieve and do as your Godfathers and God - 

mothers have promiſed for you? 

A. Yes, verily, and by God's Help, ſo I 
will, and 1 heartily thank our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, who hath brought me to this State of 
Salvation through Jeſus Chrift, our Lord. 

9. How is the baptized Perſon obliged to 
perform what his Sureties promifed for him? 

A. To the beſt of his Power, the Grace 
of God aſſiſting him; which he is conſtantly 
bound to pray for. 33 bh 

9. What if the Perſon baptized, has not 
Ability to perform theſe Promiles ? | 

A. No more will be required of him, than 
he had Ability and Opportunity, by careful 
Inſtruftion and Improvement, to perform. 

. Ought not every Perfon who is bap- 
tized, to be ſenſible of theſe Engagements 
his Sureties enter*d into for him in his Infan- 
cy, before he comes to be confirmed ? 

A. He ought, otherwiſe Confirmation will 
not have any Effect on him, 


PART. II. 


SECT. V. Of Repentance in general, and 
the ſeveral Branches of it. | 


LA HAT, if after all your Endea- 
vours, you ſhould happen to fall 


into a ſinful Courſe, and forget your Duty 
to God? A. The 


— - 
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A. The only Method. of Recovery is, by 
a ſerious and timely Repentance, to turn to 
God, confeſſing my Sins to him with an 
humble and contrite Heart, and Reliance on 
the Interceſſion and Merits of Cbriſt. | 
2. What is the Nature of ſuch Repentance? 
A. It is a Change of Mind, and Sorrow 
for Sin, with a ſtedfaſt Reſolution to forſake 
it, and lead a new Life, with a lively Faith 
in God's Mercy, through Chrif. 
2. What are the proper Acts of ſuch Re- 
ntance? | 
A. To forſake Evil, and do what good 
we can ; to obey the Commands of God to 
the beſt of our Power, repenting for every 
Breach of them, as often as we fall away from 
the Obſervance of them, 

; What Sort of Sorrow is required to 
make a true Penitent ? 

A. A godly Sorrow, ſuch as is raiſed in 
us from a Senſe of offending God, which is 
call'd Contrition ; not that which I fear too 
many are contented with, an outward afflit- 
ing themſelves by certain Penances, ſuch as 
Pilgrimages to Saints, Wells, Repetition of a 
ſet Number of Prayers, by the Party offend- 
ing, or by others hired for that * as 
is practiſed in the Church of Rome; but this 
cannot enter into People's Hearts, there- 
fore cannot produce that. true Godly Sorrow 
which is required of us, nor can Attrition a- 


vail us, which proceeds more from Fear of 
| Puniſhment, 
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Puniſhment, than a Senſe of our. Offences a- 
gainſt God, and Love of him. 

2, How is that-true Contrition or Godly 
Sorrow to be wrought in us ? | 

A. By the Grace of God, and a ſerious 
Conſideration of our ſinful Courſe of Life, 
calling our wicked Ways often to Remem- 
brance.. | 
9. How are theſe to be attain'd | os 

A. By devout and conſtant Prayer, obey- 
ing the Checks and Admonitions of Con- 
ſcience, and often examining the State of our 
Souls, by the Rule of God's Commandments, 
ſet forth in the Holy Scriptures, 

9. Have any Means been made uſe of, 
for producing this Godly Sorrow, by the 
long ſuffering of God ? 

A. He has made uſe of many Ways and 
Meansto bring us to Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life, ſometimes by ſending ſome 


temporal Evils and Calamities upon us, ſuch 
as Sickneſs, and Death of what is moſt dear 


to us, our Children, neareſt Friends and Re- 


lations; ſometimes by reducing us in our 
outward Circumſtances in the World; at 
other Times when the Contagion of Sin has 
become general and National, he has often 
viſited with Wars, Famines, and Peſtilences; 
and all thoſe to bring us to Repentance, and 
to turn to him with a Godly Sorrow and true 

Contrition of Heart. 
What are the chief Motives to bring 
us 
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us to ſuch a Sorrow and | Repentance 10 1 
have now mention*d? 
A. The Threats of Gon Beuel againſt 
= enitent Sinners, in the Holy Scriptures, 
the comfortable Promiſes o 1 0 
Forgivencs, if we Nn and amend. u 


SECT. v.. Of Confeſſion of Sing 15 1 
neral, of auricular Confeſſion, and Confeſſn 
/ Sins, one to another. | 


2. What is the neceſſary Attendant on 
true Repentance, without which it cannot de 
perfect or effectual? | 
A. An humble Confeſfion' of our Sins to 
Almighty God, with reſpect to our Treſpaſſes 
againſt him, and if we have done an Injury 
or Wrong to our Neighbour, t6 confeſs it to 


him, and make Reſtitution, and Satisfaction, 


to the beſt of our Power. 

2, What think you of aurieular Confeſſion 
(as its call'd) or Confeſſion of Sins to the 
Ear of a Prieſt, as is practiſed by thoſe, who 
are of the Communion of the Church of | 
Rome, 

A. I take Confeſſion of any Kind to be of 
great Uſe, if rightly followed. We are direct- 
ed in the new Teſtament, to confeſs our Sins 
one to another, and to pray one for the other, 
James v. 16. 

2, Why is ſuch a Confeſſion thus recom- 
mended ? 4 
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A. In order to make Satisfaction or Reſ- 
titution for the Treſpaſs againſt our Brother, 
when we have offended him; or to get ſome 
ſpiritual Advice and Comfort from him ; in 
ſuch Caſes Confeſſion is a neceflary Part of 
Repentance z but as it is now managed in the 
Church of Rome, I fear it is too great an En - 
couragement to a wicked Life. 3 

2, How comes this to paſs ? Fee. 

A. By too great-a Dependance on a bare 
Confeſſion of Sins to a Prieſt, without any 
viſible Signs of Amendment, by undergoing 
a few Penances, they are apt to fancy they 
have wiped off all their old Scores, fo ven- 
ture to begin on a new one again; thus it 
2 happens, to the longeſt Period of their 

ives. i | | 
- 2, But is not Confeſſion to God and Man 
of great Uſe to purge our Conſciences, and 
cleanſe the inner Man of all his Pollutions ? 

A. It is, if it was not for the Abuſe of it, 
and were much to be wiſh'd it was more 
follow' d, and better pactiſed by all Sets. 
and Communities of People; then it would 


have much better Effects. 


2, What think you of Indulgences and 
Pardons, which are made Sale of in the 
Church of -Rome ? | | 

A. I think them uſeleſs, and of no Benefit, 
and that they are but pious Cheats and 
Frauds, which are apt to lead Souls aſtray, 
and of no Advantage, but to the Sellers and 
Venders of them. SECT. 
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SE C T. VII. o/ Purgatory, with 4 
Confutation of ſome Texts of Scripture, 
brought in by Remiſh Docter. for the "Or 


of tt. 


Q. What Notion I your of Purgatory? 
A. My Notion is, there is no ſuch Place 


after this Life is ended, where the Pollutions 


of the Soul, contracted by Sin, may or can 
be purged away 

9. What think you of that Opinion Peo- 
ple entertain of Purgatory in the Church of 
Rome? 

A. I think it's a very gainful Doctrine to 
the Prieſts of that Communion, but a great 
Diſadvantage to the Souls of Men, that lean 
too much upon it: For as thoſe who are ge- 
nerous, and pay well for Maſſes, need not 
fear to continue long there; ſo the Poor of 
that Communion are like to continue there 
for Ages, if they have not Money enough 
to redeem them. 

A Are there not ſome Texts of Scripture, | 
which ſeem to countenance the Belief of this 
Doctrine, as 1 Cor. iii. 18. If any Man's 
Work ſhall - be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer Loſs, 
but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet fo as by 
Fire; and 1 Peter iii. part of the 18th and 
roth Ver. Chriſt being put to Death in the 
Fleſh, but quicken'd by the Spirit, by which 
alſo he went to preach to the Spirits in Pri- 
fon 2 A, Neither 
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A. Neither of theſe Texts, though the 
moſt pertinent they could chuſe, or any 
other Text of Scripture that can be men- 
tion*d, are any; Proof of this Doctrine. 

2. How can you prove this? 

A. Becauſe the Firſt of theſe Texts relates 
only to the ſeveral Doctrines that were preach- 
ed at that Time, and as they were built on a 
good or bad Foundation, they. would accor- 
dingly bear the fiery Trial of Perſecution, 
well or ill, and the Beſt would eſcape with 
much Difficulty, as one does out of the Fire. 

The 2d may be known by the Context 
to relate to the Spirit of Chriſi, which inſpi- 
red Noah to preach to the Diſobedient and 
Wicked in his Days, that they might turn to 
the Ways of Righteouſneſs, ont of the Prifon 
of their Sins, in which they lay long capti- 
vated, As to that Text in the 5th of Sr. Mat- 
thew, Thou ſhalt not come out thence, till 
thou haft paid the uttermoſt Farthing, moſt 
Interpreters are of Opinion, that he ſhalb 
not come out at all, 

. What is your Opinion of that Proof 
out of the ſecond Book of Maccabees, which 
the Romiſb Doctors inſiſt ſo much on, as 
convincing and undeniable, that there is fuch 
a Place ? Fi 

A. I take it to be as weak and uncon- 
vincing as the foregoing ones, which I have 
already ſpoke to: For in the firſt Place, this 


Book of Maccabees is Apocryphal and not 
X | Canonical, 
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Canonical; nor was it ever receiv*d into the 
Canon of the holy Scriptures by the Jes; 
nor was it written in the Hebrrto Language, 
as the. Canonical Books of the Old Teſta- 
ment were: And again, this Paſſage rightly 
underſtood, relates to another Purpoſe; it 
being quite agreeable tothe Lawof Moſes, that 
a Sin- offering ſhould be made to arone for the 
Offences, and avert the Wrath of God againſt 
the People that remain'd alive, for, and on 
Account of the Idolatry that had been prac- 
tiſed among them; but I cannot find any 
Atonement or Sacrifices in'the Fewiſh Law 
to be made for the dead, and in particular for 
thoſe who died in the actual Guilt of Ido- 
ktry, as was the Caſe at that Time. | 
What Reafon have you to prove, 
there is no ſuch Place as Purgatory to purge 
People of their Sins, before ey can enter 1n- 
to eternal Life and Happineſs ? 
A. A very good one, as I fuppoſe, for if 
there was any-ſuch Place to purge vs of our 


Sins by the Prayers of the Living, the Satis- 


faction of Chriſt on the Croſs would not be 
effectual of itſelf, which the Scripture ſays, 
is ſufficient for the Sins of all, who truly re- 
pent of them; St. John ſays, the Blood of 
Jeſus cleanſeth us from all Sin, ift of John, 


I 7 


Sins ever ſo great 2 
A. There 


9, Hare all 2 Txle to Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, who truly . of chem, be their 


V S i ain all 


e ee 


* 
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A. There is no Sin but true Repentance 
will waſh away; accordingito the Terms of 
the Goſpel, but there are ſome Sins fo wil- 
ful and heinous, that God may deny his 
Grace, and withhold it in ſuch a Manner from 
wilful and habitual Sinners, that they will 
never come to Repentance and Amendment 
of Life, their Hearts being ſo harden'd by a 
long Courſe of Sin. 

. What are thoſe great Sins for which 
God often withdraws his Grace, ſo that we 
cannot repent: 

. — them to be-theſe, Blaſphemics 
againſt God and his Attributes, Atheiſm, 
wilful Idolatry, Witchcrafty Murder, Adul- 
tery, wilful Perjury; Uncleanneſs of every 
Kind; and above all, Apoſtacy from the 
Truth of the Goſpel once received, to any I- 
dolatrous Practices, which ſeems to be the 
Sin unto Death St. John ſpeaks of, for the 
Forgiveneſs of which he — — but ſmall En- 
couragement to pray, St. Fobn, v. 16. as to 
the Sin againſt t Holy — 1 ſhall take 
Occaſion to ſpeak of it in another Place. 


S ECT. 
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S E C T. VIII. and IX. Of the Condition 
of thoſe, who fall froni the true Faith of 
Chriſt to that of Idolatrous Worſhip, or 
_ the Sin of Apaſtacy; and of the Condition 
of thoſe, wha have lived and died in the 
Communion of the Church of Rome. 
9. What think you fin of thoſe who fall 
off from the true Religion, according to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, eſtabliſhed in theſe King- 


— 4 to that of the Church of Rome? 


A. I take them to be guilty of a very dan- 
gerous A poſtacy, and Idolatry at the ſame | 
Time, to whom God out of his abundant 
Mercy, may give Grace for Repentance, un- 

to Salvation, but there are but ſmall Grounds 
for Hope from the Text of St. Jobn, lately 


recited. 


2. Do you take theſe to be in a more 
dangerous State, than thoſe who always con- 


tinued in that Communion ? 
A. I do, and the Reaſon is, that theſe 


have not the Prejudice of Education and 


Cuſtom on their Side, to contend with, as 
thoſe who have been brought up in the Com- 
munion of the Church of Rome. 

Q. What is your Opinion of thoſe, who 
have been brought up in the Communion of 
the Church of Rome, and continue in it ? 

A. My Opinion is, they will be judged 
— to their ſeveral Abilities, Capaci- 

ries, 
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ties, and Opportunities of knowing better; 
the Learned of that Communion, fince the 
Reformation, are much to blame, and more 
inexcuſable, having the Opportunity of the 
Holy Scriptures, tranſlated from their origi- 
nal Languages, 1n their genuine Senſe, and the 
Arguments of Learned Men in all Ages, ſet- 
ting forth the Errors of Popery. : 

9. What do you ſay of the Ignorant and 
Unlearned of that Communion ? 

A. All that I have to ſay, and what the 
Terms of the . give me Leave to ſay, 
is, that their Teachers and Leaders are in a 
great Meaſure to anſwer for them; becauſe 
they keep them in ſo much Ignorance, ha- 
ving the Load of the Sins of ſuch Numbers 
heaped on them, with their own, the heavier 
will their Judgment be at the great Tribunal 
of God, who will render to all, according to 
their Works. They who could have re- 
moved their Ignorance will be accountable to 
God for the Miſapplication of the Talents he 
gave them. As to the invincibly Ignorant, no 
more will be expected or 3 of them 
than they had Ability to perform; ſo muſt 
leave them under the kind Influences of the 
boundleſs Mercies of God. 


. of 
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i of the Articles of our Creed, or 


Belief. 
PARTI 
SECT. x. Of the Cbriſian Faith. 
| HAT was the ſecond Thing your 
V Godfathers and Godmothers pro- 


miſed for you? 

A. That I ſhould believe all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith. 

2 Where are theſe Articles to be found? 
_ A. lathe Apoſtles Creed, commonly cal- 
led ſo, as it is extracted from, or en 
to, the Doctrines they taught. 

9. You ſay there are 12 Articles in the 
Apoſtles Creed, pray tell me which is. the 
firſt of them? N 
A. I believe in God the F ather Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth. 

9, Aber is it you mean by believing in 
any Thing 
A. == giving my Aſſent to the Truth of 
any Thing propoſed to me, on the moſt 
probable Arguments and Reaſons the Thing 
will bear, as alſo the beſt Teſtimony and 
Authorities that can be had. 


Of 
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of the Rule of Faith. 


SECT. XI. Of the Rule of Faith 


2 N what Authority are the Articles 
of our Chriſtian Faith founded? 

4. On the Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; particularly on that of the New 
Teſtament, which we look on to be Divine, 
as we believe thoſe wo wrote them to be 
Divinely infpired. - | 

How do you know chat the Books of 

the Old and New Teſtament » were written by 
Perſans Divinely inſp ied? ? 
A. From the IJ we have of the 
Authors who wrote them, who could not 
otherwife have tranſmitted down to us a 
Subject Matter, containing ſuch excellent 
Precepts of Virtue and Piety, and Syſtems 
of Morality, exceeding all t : Art and In- 
ventions of Men, from their own natural 
Abilities; and this the Life and Doctrine of 
Chrift and his Apoſtles, and the many mird- 
culous Acts recorded by them, do particulasly 
and evidently ſet forth. | 

9. Are.the Holy Scriptures then the only 
Rule of Faith that People are to follow and 
be guided by? 
A. They are ſo * to be in the 
Holy Scriptures; and if it was not for this 
Standard and ſure Guide, the general * 

ö 3 0 


wo 


— 5 
— 


| 1 26 } 
of Mankind wou'd be miſled and: deceiv'd 
by vain: Traditions, - falſe Doctrines, Inven- 
tions, and Commandments of Men, which our 
Saviour ſpeaks fo much agaipſt, Matt, 15. g, 

Are not Traditions in ſome Caſes to 


be depended on ? 


A. They are, ſuch as are written by Men, 
aſſiſted by the Spirit of God, ſafely convey'd 
down to us, and well atteſted; ſuch are the 


Holy Scriptures, .  .. 


2. Cannot oral Tradition be fafely relied 
on, that is, ſuch Things as have been deli- 
ver'd down to us by Word of Mouth, from 
one to another throꝰ many Ages: 

A. They cannot be depended on, as a 
Rule of Faith or Practice, becauſe many 
Forgeries, and falſe Doctrines, have been 
this Way conveyed down to us. *r 

2, May not the Authority of the Church, 
eſtabliſhed i inany. Country, be ſafely relyed 
on, as a Rule of Faith and Practice? 

A. It may not, unleſs what it enjoyns can 


be warranted by plain Proof, from the Holy 


Scriptures, and Reaſon alſo, - which are to 
be our ſure Guides in thoſe Caſes. _ 
9. Who are to be the Judges of the Inter- 
pretation of the Holy Scriptures. 
A. Every one is to be a Judge for him- 


ſelf, in what relates to Faith and Practice, 


which are plain and eaſy to: be underſtood, 
the Subſtance of which is contain'd in our 
Church Catechiſm, 


| There 
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9. There are many abſtruſe and difficult 


Things in the Holy Scriptures, that exceed 
the Apprehenſion of mean Capacities, what 


is to be done in ſuch Caſes, r an. in- 


fallible Interpreter ü 


A. There has not been, nor is than ſuch 
an n Interpreter ſince the Apoſtles Time, for 
we may read -in Church. Hiſtory, that both 
Councils, Fathers, and Popes, have erred ; 
and ſome of them in Points fundamental. 

Als every Man's own Reaſon then to be 
his Guide, in what relates to Articles of Faith, 


religious Worſhip, ; and Moral Duties, ac- 


cording to the Holy Scriptures? 23 
A. It is in a great Meaſure to be ſo; other- 


wiſe People might be miſled by thoſe whoſe 
Intereſt; it is to deceive in Points eſſentially 


neceſſary to Salvtion-z not. but the Biſhops 
and Paſtors of Chriſtian Aſſemblies are to be 
conſulted as proper. Guides, and their Di- 
rections followed in difficult Points, provided 
they are conformable to Scripture and Reaſon. 

9. Are all People then to be allowed the 
free Uſe of the Holy Scriptures ? 

A. They are, for without them there is no 
ſure Guide to Salvation, 

9, What if many for Want of Capacity 
don't underſtand, or for Want of —.— 


miſinterpret them, from whence have pro- 


ceeded various Sects and, Opinions, many 
Diviſions, and manifeſt Errors in religious 
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A. This Fault does not proceed fromthe 
Hee Uſeand Reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
but from the Abuſe of them, wich is to be 
imputed as a Sin to thoſe only who do ſo, 
and not to thoſe, who receive the Word of 

| God with an upright Heart and humble 
= Mind, joyhed with Prayer to God; xo en. 
able them to make à right Uſe of them. 
2. There are many Parts and Palages * 
the Holy Scriptures difficult to be: under- 
ſtood, as the Song of Solomon, the Prophe- 
1 cies, Revelation of St. John, and Tome Paſ- 
| ſages in the · Epiſt les of St. Paul, wou'd it 
pot be the ſafeſt Way then for People of 
Wo | tow Capacities not to read them ar all 4 
= A. I am not of that Opinion, for they 
= may be read with Safety enough tho! bat 
1 to be underſtood ʒ what do not relate to 
= fundamental Points of Faith and Practice we 
| need not trouble ourſelves about; theſe ne- 
| ceſſary Points in other Parts of Seripture are 
| plain and eaſy bs be underſtood, and ſuited to 
all Capacities. 

9. What dec the Chuich then de at the 
Trouble of compoſing Creeds, or. Teſts of 
Faith, if fundamental Points are ſo plain and 

eaſy to be underſtood in the Holy Scrip- 
ture 

| A. For the better ſoetling the neceſfary 
Articles of Faith, gainſaid and oppofed by 
1 Heretieks, in all Ages of the Church, and 
| 


ew © kndc. ot 


for _ More eaſy M _—_ of knowing what 
Articles 
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Articles are neceſſary to be complied with, 
and to give our Aſſent to, that we may be 
of the-Communion of the Chriſtian Church, 


SE C T. XII. Of the Apaſtles Creed. 
From whence is this Word Creed de- 


rived ? 
A. From 1 latin Word Credo, be- 
eve. 11 
2. What Time) was this Creed com noſed} ? 
A. The Time is very uncertain, ſome ſup- 
poſe it to be in the fourth Century, and 
Ruffinus to be the firſt Editor of it, com- 
piled ont, of ſome ancient, Creeds before ex- 
tant. 8 
2. . . that 1 beliere in God the 
Father. Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth, is the firſt Article of our Creed; pray: 
why is it faid I believe, and not we believe, 
as the Lord's Prayer begins our Father? 
A. Becauſe every Perſon is obliged to 
profeſs his Faith in theſe Articles for him- 
ſelf, which another cannot do for him, 
and this Aſſent for himſelf is implied to 
begin every Article thro? the whole. 


S SECT, 
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SEC r. XI]. Of our Belief in Cod, 
be Father, Maker of Heaven and Earth, 


9. You fay I believe in God is the Firft 
Part of this — pray tell me what No- 
tion have you of God ? 

A. I believe him to be a ſpiritual Being, 


Eternal, All-powerful, All-knowing, infi- 


nitely Wife, and Good, having all Perfecti- 
ons, far furpaſſing what we can conceive of 
him. | 

2. Why is he called God the Father ? 

A. By Way of Eminency, in reſpect to 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; then by right of Crea- 
tion, as he created us, and all Mankind, fo 
is rightly called the Father of us al}; and 
by Right of Ado tion, he is the common 
Father of all Chriſtians, who believe 1 in him, 
and practiſe according to that Belief; 1 Cor. 
vili. 6. To us there is but one God the 
Father. of whom are all Things. Eph. i. 3. 
Bleſſed be the God and F Aber of our Lord 
Jeſus; and verſe 5. having predeſtinated vs 
to the Adoption of Children bon 0 Jeſus winch of 
to himſelf. | | 

9. Why is he ſaid to be Almighty ? 

A. Becauſe by his Almighty Power he 
made a!l Things out of nothing, and governs 
and pre ſerves the Things that are made, no- 


thing being impoſſible to him to do, but 


Things contradictory and impoſũble to be 
done, 


L 31.1 
done, as to be and not to be at the ſame 
Time; for one Body to be in two Places at: 
once; and for him to be the Author of any 
Sin or Evil in the World. The Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, founded on the Poſſi- 
bility of God doing all Things, is treated of 
in the Sacraments. - 

9. Why is he ſaid to be the Maker of 
Heaven and Earth ? | 

A. Becauſe'nothing cou'd give Being to 
itſelf, ſo muſt receive its Being from ſome- 
thing that was eterfial, and Matter muſt al- 
ways remain motionleſs of itſelf, therefore 
muſt receive Motion from ſome firſt Mover 
and original Cauſe of Motion, which muſt 
be God, Eternal, Everlaſting, without Be- 
ginning, and without And, Gen. 1. 1. In 
the Beginning God created the Heavens and 
the Earth. 

9. How did God make or create all 
Things ? 
A. He created all Things viſible and in- 
viſible by the Word of his Power, Rom. i. 
20, 


— 
= = — Y . — 
— — — — —— — — — H—e— 
- = = => _ — — — —— 
—— — — * — — 


[32] 


s ECT. XIV. of eur Belief in: 2 


Cbriſt, his only en Son our Lord. 


2. What is the ſecond Arccle of our 


Creed. 

A. 1 believe in Feſus Cbrift bis only Son 
eur Lord. 

9. Who was Jeſus Chriſt * 

A. The Holy Scriptures declare him to 
be the Son of God, born of the Virgin 


Mary, of the Tribe of Judab by Deſcent, 
and conceiv'd by the Power and Operation 


of the Holy Ghoſt. 
this ? 


A. As the Jeu expected a Meſfiab to 
come, ſo they believed that Meſiab to be 
the only Son of God; Natbaniel that true 


Iſraelite, Job. i. 49. confeſſetk to him, 
Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art 
the King of Iſrael, Martha expreſſeth the 


ſame, I believe, ſays ſhe, thou art the Chriſt, 


the Son of God, which ſhou'd come into 


the World; Job. xi. 27. and St. Peter's 
Confeſſion of this is very plain in the 6th 


of St. John 69. we believe and are ſure that 
thou art that Chriſt the Son of the living 
God. 

Have you any more Proofs out of 
the New Teſtament that Chriſt was the Son 
of God? 

P 7 


9. What Scripture Proof have you for 
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—_ 
A. I have, but ſhall give you but two 
noted ones, one of which is recorded by St. 
Matt. iii. 17. when a Voice came from Heas 
ven, ſaying, this is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleas d; and the other is in vin, 
29, when the very Devils cried out, ſaying, 
what have we to do with thee Jeſus, thou 
Son of God. 1 | , 
' 9. How can Chriſt be ſaid to be God's 
only Son, as in this Part of our Creed? 

A. By eternal Generation, or Communica- 
tion of the divine Nature and Eſſence to him, 
wherefore he may be moſt properly called 
the only Son of God, who had an actual 
Being or Subſiſtance, from all Eternity, be- 
fore he was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, 
or born of the Virgin Mary. | 

9. What Scripture Proof have you that 
Jeſus Chriſt had any Being or Subſiſtance 
before he was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and born of the Virgin Marx. 

A. I have from John vin. 58, where 
Chriſt ſaid, before Abraham was, I am, and 
from Pet. iii. 18. where he is ſaid to preach 
to the Spirits in Priſon, who were difobedi- 
ent in the Days of Noah, and from the 1ſt 
of Col. xvi. 17. for by him were all Things 
created that are in Heaven and in Earth. 

9. What Proof have you for the Eternity 
of Chriſt, or that he was coeval and coequal 
with the Father ? 

A. From 
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1 From the ift Chap. of St. Jobn s Gol. 
pel. In the Beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was God; all Things were mak 
by him, and without him was not any 
Thing made, that was made. 

9, Why did. St. Jobn call Chriſt the 
Word? © 

A. Becauſe it was much uſed in his Days, 
ſignifying a divine Perſon equal ta the Fa- 
ther. 

9. How came our Saviour to be called 
TFeſus ? 

A. He was called Jeſus, before he was 
conceived in the Womb of the bleſſed Virgin, 
by an Angel ; Lake ii. 2 1. and this was the 
Name given him at his Circumciſion, ac- 
cording to the Jew!h Cuſtom. 

What does the Name Jeſus i import, 
when applied to Chriſt?? 

A. A Saviour, who was to ſave Mankind 
from the Guilt of original and actual Sin, 
and eternal Death, by his Death on the 


Croſs, on our performing the Requilites of 


Faith, Repentance, and a good Life. 

9, Why was Jeſus our Saviour called 
Chriſt ? 

A. From being ſpiritually anointed to thoſe 
oreat Offices of King, Prieſt, and Propher, 


| which he came into the World to execute 


for the Benefit of Mapkind. 
2. Why do you call Chriſt Lord? 
| A. On 


351 

A, On Account of his being Lord of all, 
having the ſame Power, Dignity, Excel- 
lence, and all the other Atti ibutes, given to 
God the Father; but more particularly, on 
Account of the Right he hath acquired « over 
us by our Redemption, 


SECT, XV. Who was conceived by the 
| 2 Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin Mary. 


It is ſaid in the next Article of our 
Creed, that Jeſus was conceiv'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin Mary, how 
cou'd ſuch a Thing'be? 

A. Nothing is impoſſible to God, but 
Things contradictory, and impoſſible to be 
done, but this of his Conception and Birth 
by the Virgin Mary was not fo, 

2; How'do you prove that the Virgia 
Mary conceived Chrift by the Power and 


, Influence of the Holy Ghoſt ? 


A. From the iſt Chap. of St. Matthew's 
Goſpel, where an Angel told Zoſeph in a 
Dream, that what was conceived in her, was 
of the Holy Ghoſt. 

2. Was the Virgin Mary then the Mother 
of God, as ſhe is commonly call'd in the 


Church of Rome? 
A. She is not, for the Godhead cannot 


have either Father or Mother, being from 
6 Eternity, 
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Eternity, without Begnning of Time or 
End of Days. © + 

9, How: was the Vein Mery chen Cbriſts 
Mother? 

A. According to the Human Nature, 
which was joined to the Divide, by: that 
miraculous Conception and Birth ? 

9. What think you then of thoſe, who pay 
divine Worfhip to her, on Account of this 
miraculous Conception and Birth ? 

A. I believe. them to be guilty of th 
egg Idolatry. 

9. How comes this to paß? | 

A. On Account of their giving the Wor. 
hip, which is due to the Creator alobe, to a 
created Being; which they do, by paying 


divine Honours to her, in their many. Offi- 


ces of Devotion made for her, ſeemingly 
giving greater Homage to her, by the Num- 


ber of Prayers ſaid to her (that is to ſay the 
Repetition of one Prayer, which is called the 
Ave, than to the ſupreme Being and Creator 


of all Things, contrary both to the 1ſt and 
2d Commandments; being oblig'd by the 
Order of the Roſary to ſay 10 Ave Marias 
for one Pater Noſter. 


9: Is it not proper to pay Gow extraor- 


| dinary Reſpect to the Mother of our Lord? 


A. It is; on this Account we ſhould ho- 
nour her Name, when Mention is made of 
it, endeavour to imitate her great Virtues, 

and 
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or and account it an extraordinary Honour that 

God was pleaſed to confer on her, that ſhe 

fs ſnou'd be the Mother of our Lord and 

| Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, according to the Fleſh, 
Ire, 

hat SECT: XVI. That be red under 

Pontius Pilate, was , cruci 45 died, and 

Wy "Was buried. " 

ENS 


9. What i is "the 4 Article of _ 8 7 
A. That he ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
9. Who was this Pontins Pilate he ſuffered 


under? 7507 
0 a A. He was 8 of Fudea, under the 
ing Roman. Emperor Tiberius, at the Time of 
fi- Chriſt's Death, who condemned him to be 
gly crucified, according to the Riman Cuſtom 
m- of puniſhing Criminals, for that blaſphemous 
che Expreſſion of calling himſelf the Son of 
the God, — the Jews wou'd have it. 
tor How do you prove that Chriſt was cru- 
ind cified, died, and was buried? 
the A. From the Hiſtory of the Goſpels, 


which fully ſet forth this great Tranſaction, 
which was done before many Witneſſes, 


or- 9. Did the Godhead ſuffer at this Time? 
d? A. No, the Godhead cou'd not ſuffer, 
ho- bur. the Soul of Chrift ſuffered the Anguiſh 
of of Pain, Difgrace, and all the Suffering that 


les, 


ö his Body was affected with. 
in 


A Was 


1.38 
9. Was it neceſſary that Chrift ſhou'd 
ſuffer thus, and die for our Redemption? 
A. It was, for the Scriptures ſay, the 
Wages of Sin is Death; Rom. vi. 23. and 
without ſhedding of Blood there is no Re- 


miſſion; Heb. ix. 22. for he was the only 
expiatory Sacrifice, that was without Spot or 


Blemiſh of Sin that cou'd be offer*d up for 
the Sins df Mankind, therefore was the only 
ſufficient and effectual one. 

What Reaſons have we in the iſt Part 
of this Article to be ſo particular about the 
Time of Chriſt's Death? 

A. To ſhew that the Prophecies fote- 


telling! it were fulfilled, particularly that noted 
one of the Prophet Daniel's 490 years, was 
exactly compleated at this Time, Dan: ix. 
25, 26. which might be a convincing Proof 


to the Fews, that Chriſt or the Meſiabh came 
in the Fulneſs of Time, according to that 
Prophecy, and that of Jacab's Prophecy 


verified, Gen. xlix. 10. which foretold ſome 


ſupreme Dominion among the Jews, till 
Chriſt was born, which ſoon after was en- 


tirely aboliſh'd, and taken out of their 


Hands. 

9. What became of Chrift's Body after 
his Crucifixion, and Death. | 
A. It was decently and Bonsunbiy sep d 
by Joſeph of Arimathea, and Nicodemus, 
who were ſecretly his Followers. 

| 2 What 


l 
What became of Chrif's Soul at this 
Time, whilſt his Body lay in the Grave? 
A. The 5th Article of our Creed ſays, 
that he deſcended into Hell, and aroſe Ne 
third Day from the Dead. 


SECT. XVII. That be deſcended into 
Hell, and 2 the third Day from the 
Dead. 


9. What do you mean by this Deſcent 
of Cbriſt into Hell, which was not ſo ex- 
preſſed in ſome antient Creeds ? 

A. I mean, as his Body lay | in the Grave, 
till the Time of his Reſurrection, ſo his Soul 
departed into the State of the bleſſed ſeparare 
Souls, till that Time, 

* What Place do you ſuppoſe this to be? 

I ſuppoſe it a Place of Happineſs for 
the x7 Foy and a Place of Miſery for the 
Wicked. 
2 What Place do you ſuppoſe Chriſt's 
Soul to be in at this Time. 

A. To be in Paradiſe, as be ſaid to the 
Thief on the Croſs, this Day ſhalt thou be 
* me in Paradiſe, a Place of Happi- 
neſs 

What does the Word Hell ſignify? 

A. Different Ways in the holy Scriptures, 
ſometimes the Grave, ſometimes the State 
of the Dead, but more eſpecially in the 

New 


LES - 
New Teſtament, it ſignifies the Stute of the 
Damn'd. 

9. Did Chrift then deſcend into Hell, or 
the State of the Damn'd, to' triumph over 
the Devil in his own Dominions, and to de- 
liver from thence alt thoſe who died before 
his Coming, in the Fear of God, and Ob- 
ſervance of his Commands? 

A. In the firſt Place, that Chrift tefloded 
into Hell to triumph over Satan in his own 
Dominions cannot be, becauſe the Devils are 
not yet confined to the bottomleſs Pit, nor 


will till the general Judgment; neither 


wou'd that be their Kingdom, but Place of 
Puniſhment, for the Kingdom of Satan is 
the Dominion of Sin in this World, which 


'Chrift has already conquer'd by his Death on 
_the Croſs. 


9. What think you of crits Deſcent 


into Hell, to deliver Ueber out of it? 


"5 $\ think there was no Occaſion, ſince 
all that fear d God and obſerved his Com- 


mands, were redeemed by Virtue of Faith in 


the Promiſe that he ſhou'd come; as to the 
wieked it is ſaid, out of Hell there is no 
Redemption. 

2: What think you then of the Limbus 
Patrum, or Priſon of holy Men, who died 


before the Time of Chrift, as invented in the 


Church of Rome? 
4. I 


L 41.) 
A. I take it to be a mere Fiction, that 
2s no Foundation in Scripture or Reaſon; 
ſome what like the Papiſb Purgatory) | .... 

9. What is the next Patt of this Article 2 

A. Tbat the third Day be: aroſe Again from 
the Dead. 

9. What Notion have you ol a Refurrec- 
tion ? 

A. I take it to be a Reuniou of the ame 
Soul to the ſame Body which was dead, and 
a. Revival of the whole, to the ſame State 
and Condition it was before. <4 

L. What Proof have you of Chrifs Re- 
ſurrection. | 

A. From both his Enemies and F riends. 

9. What from his Enemies? 

A, The Watch that was ſet. to keep kis. 
Sepulchre, leſt his Diſciples ſhou'd come 
by Night, and ſteal him away, was frightned 
by an Earthquake, ſo as when they went 
into the City, to bring Word to the chief 
Rulers of what was done, they gave them a 
large Sum of Money, to ſay, his Diſcples: 
came by Night, and ſtole: him away whilſt 
they ſlept; and that Story goes current — 
the Fett to this Day: 

2, What Proof have you om his 
Friends? 

A. He appeared often to them; in the 
ſame Form he was uſed to do before his 


death, even to 500 at once. - of 
11 of How 
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How does it appear that it was the 
third Day he aroſe again from the Dead? 

A. He ſuffered on the fixth Day of the 
Week; being our Friday, between Nine and 
Three in the Afternoon, and he àroſe on the 
firſt Day of the Week, being our Sabbath, 
or Day of Reſt, early in the Morning. 

9, By this Account how long did he Jye 
the Grave? 

A, Part of Friday, all Saturday, and part 
of our Sunday, the Jews computing their 
Day from the Evening before; thus making 


it the third Day. from his Crucifixion to 


that in which he aroſe yon from the Dead, 


S E C T. XVIII. That be aſcended into 
Heaven and el o _= rü Hand of 
0 od. 


2 What! is the 6th Article of our Creed ? 

A. He aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth 

on — Right Hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty. "= 

2. Aſter ak Manner did Chriſt aſcend 
into Heaven? 

A. He was taken up before their Eyes, 
his Diſciples looking after him till a Cloud 
*receiv*d him out of their Sight; then two 
- Angels appeared to them, and told them 
this ſame Jeſus ſhall come again in like 
Manner, as ye have ſeen him go into Heaven, 


Aas, i. 9, 10, 11. 
9. Did 


[ 43.] 
$ the 9. Did Chriſt aſcend with the ſame Body 
? into Heaven, that he r in er his 
the WW Reſurrection. 

and A. He did, for his Diſcip lex'fawin no > Alters 
the tion in him which 1s 3 Aſſurance to us, 
that we ſhall aſcend with Soul and Body into 
Heaven, after Reſurrection of our erer 
and the laſt Judgment. 

What mean you by Cbriſt finding on 
the Right Hand of God, in this Article? 

A, I mean; he is inveſted with chief Pow- 
er in Heaven, as the Right Hand among 
Men betokeneth the Higheſt Place and 
Dignity, where he continues to be our Me- 
diator and Interceſſor. 

9. How long ſhall Chriſt continue to be 
our Mediator, Advocate and Interceſſor in 
Heaven, at God's Right Hand ? 

A. Till the End of the World, when he 
will come to judge the Quick. and the Dead, 
which is the 7th Aiticle of our Creed. 


SECT. XIX. That he ſhall come to judge 
- the Quick and the Dead. and of 4 PER 
Judgment at the ** Da 5 


es, 
ud 9. What 0 you mean by that Phraſe, 

Wo the Quick and the Dead ? * 

em A. By the Quick, I mean all thoſe he 
ke ſhall be found alive at that time on the Earth, 


who ſhall not die, but be changed, that i a to 
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fay both Good and Bad ſhall, by the Mighty 
Powe of God, be put: into the ſame State 
with thoſe, who being 4 dead, were raiſed 
from the Dead. 

Q. Who are the Dead who thall appear 
at this Geheral Judgment: 

A. All thoſe who — this Life, from 
the Creation of the World to that Time. 

2. How do you rag a a General Judg: 
ment to come? 

A. From the Holy Apen the Dic. 
tates of Natura) Conſcience; and the Fitneſs 
and Equity of a juſt Diſtribotion of Rewards 
and Puniſhments in à Future State, Which 
could not be fo —_— made in _ 


8 E C T. xx. O Bel in -the Hi 
Goof! 555 
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Q. What is the 8th Article of our = Creed ? 

A. | believe in the Holy Ghoſt. 5 

9. Who is the Holy Ghoſt ? 

A. He is the Spirit of God, equal with 
the Barber and Son as touching bis God- 
head, but as to the Manner of manifeſting 
hicaſelf to the World, and acting upon us, 

9. What — have you that le is the 
3d Perſon of the Trinit ? 

A. From ſeveral Texts of Seripture, chiefly 
of the NewTeſtament, where he is repreſent- 
ed to be the Comforter, Aſſiſter of good 


Men, 
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Men, and Inſpirer of all Good Things i into 
their Hearts abd Minds. 
2, What Texts of the new Teftarhent 
can you. produce 
A. 1ſt, the Command of Chriſt do his 
Diſciples, to go and baptize all Nations, inthe 
Name ot the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Mat. xxviii. 19. and that de is one of the three 
Perſons in the Unity of the Divine Nature, 
1 Jobi, g. 7. There are three that bear Re- 
cord in Heaven, the Father, the Son, and 
che Holy Ghoſt, and theſe chree are one. 
2 How do you prove him to be not 
only a Divine Perſon, but a Perſon diſtindt 
from the Father and: the Son? 
2 A, He that proceeded from the Fadkitr is 
Holy not the Father, and he, whoſe coming de- 
pended on the Son's departing to ſend him, 
could not be the Son, therefore is neither 
ed ? ¶ Father nor Son, but diſtin& from them both. 
2. You ſay then that the Father is God, 
the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is 
wich Cod; is nbt here an appearanct of three 
'od- Gods, when: you ſay there is but one God, 
ing in the firſt Part of our Creed? - 
us, A. The only Way of reconciling this Dif- 
; ficulty is, that theſe Three arò of one and tlie 
the WW ſame Divine Nature, communicated from 
the Father to the Son, and from both ta the 
efly Holy Shoſt; ſo that in this Way of ſpak- 
ent- ing the Three make but one: God, 
ood WW 
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2. But how can Three Perſons ſo partake 
-of one Divine Nature: or rc as to 
make but one Gd. 

A. To aſſign a Reaſon l cannot, but mul 
depend on what has been revealed to us in 
the Scriptures. 

L. Why is this Holy Spirit in ſo part 
lar a Manner called Holy? 
HA . Becauſe it is ſaid in Scripture, that it U 
this Holy Spirit that in a particular Manne: 
ſanctifieth us, and inſpireth us with good 
Thoughts, and all the Ele& People of God. 
2. Why is it faid in! Scriptre, Matt. 12. 
32. That the Sin or Blafphemy againſt the 
Son of Man, or Sons of Men, Mark iii. 28. 
ſhall be forgiven, but the Blaſphemy again 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhall never be forgiven? 
A. I ſuppoſe that our Saviour makes ; 
0 Diſtinction here as to his Deſcent; as he was 
fs the ſuppoſed Son of Joſeph: and:Mary, he 
1 might be ſpoken againſt, as. other 'Men 
might, and the Sin be. forgiven; but. when 
he wrought ſuch Miracles by the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, of which he: was full, to 
aſcribe theſe to the Power. of the Devil, 
which could not be done by him, was the 
Sin or Blaſphèmy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 0 
as sT apprehend which could not be forgiven. 01 
Can we be guilty: of this Sin now? i 0; 
4 Not in the fame Degree as the Jews MW ne 
were, who were Eye Witneſſes of his Mi. to 


racles, and ought to have been n W 
J 
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by them; but 1 conceive ſome Sins _y 
near it may now be; ſuch as Apoſtacy, 'o 
falling away from the Truths , of the Gol: 
pel once received; then again by obſtinately 
oppoſing Divine Truths, when fully pro- 
. WW polcd, and made known to us; 

Tere by committing Sins againſt Checks of 
++ WM Conſcience, and the _— of the Holy 
© it u Spirit, which tell us they are Sins, and not to 
anne'B be done; and ſuch are all wilful and pee- 
good ſumptuous Sins. 


God 

12s EC T. XXI. 07 the Holy Catbolick 
t BY Church. | 
29. 

ainſt . What is the 8h Article of © our Creed ? 
* "i 4. The holy Catholick Church, the Com- 


ces: munion of Saints. 
> Wa 2 What is the Catholick Church? 
7, he It is the univerſal Church of Chrif 
Men — . diſperſed; that is to ſay, all who 
hen are baptized and profeſs the Faith of Chriſt 
er ol crucified, are deemed to be of that Church. 
|, ol. 9. Why do'you' call the-Church of Cbriſt 
evil. the Eatholick Church? 
ö the 4. To ſhew we do not confine the Faith 
hoſt, N of Cbriſt crucified to one particular People 
ven. or Nation as that of England, Treland, France, 
or Rome, but admit of all to receive the Be- 
Jens nefits of it, who have embraced it, and alſo 
Mi. to diſtinguiſh it from the Jewiſb Church, 
nel which was confined to one particular People. 
by 9, What 
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2. What Piſtinction do 2998 make be 
tween. a Catholick Church, and the Cathy 

lick Church? | 

A. A Catholick Church is only a fun! 
Part of the Catholick or univerſal church e 

Cbriſt. 

9g, Is not the Church of Rome Catholic 
Church ? 

A. It is not, for it is andy an erroneow 

Part of the univerſal or Catholick Church, 

9, What think you then of that Promik 

made by Chriſt to St. Peter, upon the Con- 

feſſion of his Faith, thou art Peper, and up. 
on this Rock 1 will build my Church, and 
the Gates of Hell ſhall nevec prevail againſt 
it, Mz, xvi. 18. much depended on in the 
Hborch. of Rome for the Proof of her [fall 
bility ? 
AI think they are much miſtaken, i 
applying that Text to themſelves only, When 
the Promiſe was made to all in General, who 
a, profeſs, that Faith, which Peter confeſſes 
at that Time. 

9. Was not St. Peter, to vbam our Ss 
viour ſpoke theſe Words, the Prince of the 
Apoſtles, d Fier of Rane at the n 
Time. | 
watt He was. deemed wo ba cher Eldeſt 6 
the Apoſtles, and on this Account it is to 
be preſumed our Saviour apply'd this Diſ- 

| to 5545 when. 1 it deck a to 7 
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as in that Point, where our Saviour deſires 
him to- feed his Sheep, which is alſo to be 
apply'd to all the Apoſtles, for our Saviour 
ſpoke often againſt any Superiority amongſt 
them, ſhewing them an Example of Humi- 
lity, by waſhing their Feet; and more Frail- 
ties attributed to St. Peter, than any one of 
the Apoſtles, except Judas. 

2; Was not St. Peter Biſhop of Rome, 
as is ſo much inſiſted on? | 

A. The Scriptures give no ſuch Account, 
but there is a large Account in the laſt Chap. 
of the AFs of the Apoſtles, that St. Paul 
was there for ſome Time, preaching, and 
making Converts for the Space of two Years; 
on which Account it is to be preſumed, St. 
Paul had the beſt Right to Epiſcopal Dignity 
in that City, if any ſuch Thing there was at 
that Time, and it is not certain, even from 
Church Hiſtory, that St. Peter was ever at 
Rome, | . . 


2B. What Place do you read St. Peter 
was Biſhop of? 

A. Church Hiſtory gives an Account, that 
he was called Biſhop of Antioch, where the 
Diſciples of Cbriſt were firſt called Chriſ- 
tians; and St. James Biſhop of Jeruſalem, 
which deſerved the Precedence, if any was 
entitled to it, as he was alſo Preſident of 
the Council of the Apoſtles, met together 
at that Place. | 


9. What Place do you read St Paul was 
Biſhop of ? D A. It 
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A. It is ſaid of Epbeſus, but properly 
ſpeaking, it cannot be ſaid, that any of the 
Apoſtles were Biſhops of particular Places, 
but appointed others to that Office, as Ti. 
mothy at Epheſus, and Titus at Crete ; for 
Church Hiſtory, and the As of the Apol- 
tles, give a full Account, that the Apoſtles 
employed their whole Lives in preaching the 
Goſpel from Place to Place, making Con- 
verts, and planting Churches in moſt Coun- 
tries, till they were put to Death, making 
no long ſtay in any one Place. 

2, What do you mean by the Church 
Militant, and Church Triumphant ? 

A. By the Church Militant, as I take it, 
is meant the Number of the Faithful, who 
courageouſly wage the Chriſtian Warfare, 
by reſiſting the Temptations of the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil; as the Trium- 
52 is, when they rejoice with the Ho- 

Angels, and Saints departed, in Hea- 
. on Account of their Conqueſts here on 


Earth. 


va 

8 E CT XXII. Toy, the Communion of G. 
©. What is the next Part of this Article ? 5 
A. The Communion of Saints. | 
What do you mean by the Commu- WM Sai 


' rio of Saints? 
oY 4.1 


* 


1 
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A. I mean, that as all the Faithful, where- 
ſoever diſpers'd, make up the Catholick 
Church, fo the ſame Perſons holding Com- 
munion and Fellowſhip, one with another, 
in the ſame Faith, ſame Worſhip, ſame Sa- 
craments, ſame Ordinances of the Church, 
under Chriſt their Head, make up the Com- 
munion of Saints on Earth. 4 

9. Who are to be accounted Saints on 
Earth? 

A. Andere of the Church of Chriſt, 
built on the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſ- 
tles, profeſſing that Faith, and living up to 
that Faith, are ſanctified thereby; yea all 
Chriſtians, who- lead Holy and Religious 
Lives, and obſerve the Commands of God, 
to the beſt of their Power, are to be ac- 
counted Saints on Earth. 

9, Who are the Saints in Heaven, and 
how are they employed? 

A. The Souls of the Faithful, perl 
this Life, in the Fear of God, and Obſer- 
vance of his Commands, are deem'd Saints 
in Heaven, and are employed in praiſing 
God their Creator, and the Lamb Chrif 
Jeſus, who died for them; and this | take to 
be the trueſt Senſe of their Communion in 
Heaven. 5 

Q, Is there any 8 betwoth 
Saints in Heaven, and Saints on Earth, as 
is imagined and maintained by the Dec: 
tors of the Church of Rome ? 

=_ A. I 
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A. I believe there is not, as they would 
have it, 

2 What Reaſon can you give for your 
Opinion ? | 
A. My Reaſon is, that J do not ſuppoſe 
they can hear us, nor have any Knowledge 
of us. 

2: Why do you think ſo? 

A. If they had that Knowledge of them. 
ſelves, it would be equal to that of the Crea- 
tor, for All-knowing and All-powerful, are 
thoſe Properties, that diſtinguiſh him from 


| his Creatures, for if you attribute thoſe to 


any created Being, you make him equal to 
God, which even to think of, would be the 
Height of Impiety. 

9, What think you then of Prayer, Ado- 
ration and Worſhip, paid to theſe Saints and 
their Images, in the Church of Rome? 

A, I think them Vain, Impious and Ido- 
— 

Q. Why ſo? NO 
A. I think them Vain, becauſe they can- 
not hear us; Impious, becauſe ſuch Wor- 
ſhip is againſt the Firſt and Second Com- 
mandments; Idolatrous, becauſe you give 
the Worſhip due to the Creator alone, to 
the Creatures, and their Images, or Repre- 
ſentatives. 

9. But it is ſaid in the Scripture, that the 
Angels are miniſtring Spirits, ſent out to 
miniſter to thoſe, who are Heirs of Salva 

| vation 
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tion; and there is more Joy over one Sin- 
ner that repenteth, &c. Does not this prove 
that they can hear us? 

A. I allow that the Angels have been ſent 
as Meſſengers between God and Man, and 
that the Saints rejoice at the Converſion of a 
Sinner; but this does not prove that they 
have more Knowledge, than what God is 
pleaſed to impart to them, at particular 
Times, and on particular Occaſions. 
Do you not allow that Saints and An- 
gels may intercede for us Sinners; or is it 
not neceſſary for us to pray to them ſo 
to do? 8 

A. 1 allow it, if God is pleaſed to impart 
ſo much Knowledge to them, as to know 
our Neceſſities, and hear our Prayers, which 
I beFeve he does not always do; nor is there 
any Neceſſity, ſince Chriſt Feſus is the only 
Mediator and Interceſſor, that is ſufficient 
to take away, and make Atonement for the 
Sins of all thoſe, who truly repent. 


SECT. XXIII. Of the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and the Power of the Church in that 
Reſpef, | 


9. What is the Tenth Article of our 
n 
A. The Forgiveneſs of Sins. 
9, What is Sin? 
| So 3 A. it 
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A. It is the Tranſgreſſion of the Laws of 
God, either by omitting to do what he re- 
quires us to do, or doing what ought not to 
be done. ; 

2, What do you mean by the Law of 
Ged? 

A. It is the Will of God made known 
to us by the Light of Nature, or natural 
. Conſcience, or by his Word revealed to us 
in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament. 5 

2. How does God forgive Sin? 

A. By not imputing it to us, but waſh- | 
ing, away the Guilt of it by the Merits and 
Mediation of Jeſus Cbriſt. 

- ©. What are the Conditions on our Side? 

A. Faith, Repentance, and a Good Life, 
- ©, Have not the Miniſters of his Word 
Power to forgive Sins according to that 
Text, whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit, they are 
remitted unto them, and whoſe ſoever Sins 
ye retain, they are retained ; Jobn xx. 23. 
and whatſoever ye bind on Earth, ſhall be 
bound in Heaven, and what they looſe on 
Earth ſhall be looſed in Heaven; thus ſpake 
our Saviour to his Diſciples, Matt. xvi. 18. 
Do not theſe Texts give Power to abſolve 
Sinners abſolutely, according to the Opinion 
of many in the Church of Rome ? | 

A. Theſe Texts do not .impower Men 
to abſolve Sinners abſolutely, by -any Au- 


thority given unto them, but to declare 
from 


=: 
from God, as his Miniſters, the Terms on 
which Man's Salvation depends, and how 
their Sins may be remitted; as alſo to ex- 
clude out of the Fold of Chriſt obſtinate 
Offenders. 

9, What think you of thoſe wii receive 
the Rites of the Church, as they calt them, 
on their Death Sickneſs, in that Commu- 
nion ? will not this ſend them to Heaven at 
once, without any other Endeavours of their 
own ? 

A. There are no Hopes given in the Goſ- 
pel, without ſincere Repentance; the too 
great Confidence in this reſpect, as other 
Tenets and Practices amongſt them, is too 
great an Encouragement to a wicked Life. 

J What think you of the Abſolutions 

often pronounced in our Church, as in our 
daily Offices ? | 

A. I think them declaratory only, and of 
no Effect to abſolve Sinners, without the in- 
ward Preparation neceſſary to receive them. 


SECT. XXIV. Of the Reſurrection of 
the Body, and a general Reſurretti on. 


9, What i is the Eleventh Article of our 


Creed? 


A. The Reſurrection of the Body. 
9. What do you mean 2 by the Reſurrec- 
tion of the Body? 
D 4 4. As 
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A. As Death is a Separation of the Soul 
and Body, ſo the Reſurrection is a reuniting 
the ſame Soul to the ſame Body, and giv- 
ing Life to the whole. 

9, How can the ſame Bodies be raiſed 
again, being mouldred into Duſt, ſome de- 
ſtroycd by Fire, ſome devoured by Fifh and 
Wild Beaſts, and incorporated into them? 

A. In the whole Courſe of our Lives, 
our Bodies are here in a perpetual Change, 
and yet our Perſons continue ſtill the ſame 
at the Reſurrection; altho* our Bodies, as St. 
Paul ſays, 1 Cor, 15. will be much altered 
as to their Perfection, yet they will be made 
up of the ſame Particles of Matter, be they 
ever ſo much altered, or ſcattered; for the 
ſame Power that made the World out of 
nothing, can more eaſily reunite thoſe Par. 
ticles of Matter again. 

©. In what Condition ſhall the Body of 
the Righteous be raiſed ? 

A. In a molt Glorious and Perfect one, 
for they will be made fit Tabernacles for 
Glorious Souls to dwell in, be immortal, and 
live for ever with God. 

Q; What will be the Condition of the 
Wicked ? 

A. Their Bodies ſhall be reſtored to them 
in ſuch a Manner only, as to make them 
capable of ſuffering thoſe Puniſhments that 
ſhall be aſſigned them for ever. 


9. What 
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SE CT XXV. 07 the Life Everloting, 
and the Degrees of Happineſs or Miſery in 
a Future Gee, 


9. What is the Twelfth Article of our 
Creed ? 

A. Life everlaſtmg. 

9. What do you mean by Life ever- 
laſting ? 

A. As a general Judgment will follow 
the general Reſurrection, ſo a Sentence will 
be paſſed on every one, according to their 
Works; the Wicked ſhall go into imme- 
diate Puniſhment, but the Righteous to Life 
everlaſting. | 

9. Will the State of the Wicked be ever- 
laſting, as well as the State of the Righteous ? 

A. So ſay the Scriptures, Matt. xxv. 46. 
Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment, but the Righteous to Life Eternal. 

9. What is to be the Puniſhment aſſigned 
to the Wicked at this Time. | 

A. The Scriptures tell us it will be ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, Matt. xxi. 41. Where their Worm 
dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched, 
Mark, ix. 46. Where there ſhall be weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of Teeth, Matt. viii. 12. 

9. What are the Sins chat will "deſerve 
this Fate? 

A. All Sins unrepented of, but the Chief 
: D 5 are, 


L. 

A. As Death is a Separation of the Soul 
and Body, ſo the Reſurrection is a reuniting 
the ſame Soul to the ſame Body, and giv- 
ing Life to the whole. 

How can the ſame Bodies be raiſed 
again, being mouldred into Duſt, ſome de- 
ſtroycd by Fire, ſome devoured by Fifh and 
Wild Beaſts, and incorporated into them? 

A. In the whole Courſe of our Lives, 
our Bodies are here in a perpetual Change, 
and yet our Perſons continue ſtill the ſame 
at the Reſurrection; althoꝰ our Bodies, as St. 
Paul ſays, 1 Cor, 15. will be much altered 
as to their Perfection, yet they will be made 
up of the ſame Particles of Matter, be they 
ever ſo much altered, or ſcattered ; for the 
ſame Power that made the World out of 
nothing, can more eaſily reunite thoſe Par- 
ticles of Matter again. 

9. In what Condition ſhall the Body of 
the Righteous be raiſed ? 

A. In a molt Glorious and Perfect one, 
for they will be made fit Tabernacles for 
Glorious Souls to dwell in, be immortal, and 
live for ever with God. 

9. What will be the Condition of the 
Wicked ? 

A. Their Bodies ſhall be reſtored to them 
in ſuch a Manner only, as to make them 
capable of ſuffering thoſe Puniſhments that 
| hall be aſſigned them for ever. 

9, What 
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SE 2 T XXV. of the Life Everlaſting, 
and the Degrees of Happineſs or Miſery in 
a Future State. 


9, What is the Twelfth Article of our 


Creed? 

A. Life everlaſting. 

9. What do you mean by Life ever- 
laſting ? 

A. As a general Judgment will follow 
the general Reſurrection, ſo a Sentence will 
be paſſed on ever one, according to their 
Works ; the Wicked ſhall go into imme- 
diate Puniſhment, but the Righteous to Life 
everlaſting. | 

9. Will the State of the Wicked be ever- 
laſting, as well as the State of the Righteous ? 

A. So ſay the Scriptures, Matt. xxv. 46. 
Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment, but the Righteous to Life Eternal. 

9. What is to be the Puniſhment aſſigned 
to the Wicked at this Time. 

A. The Scriptures tell us it will be ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, Matt. xxi. 41. Where their Worm 
dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched, 
Mark, ix. 46. Where there ſhall be weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of Teeth, Matt. viii. 12. 

9. What are the Sins that will 'deſerve 
this Fate? 


A. All Sins unrepented of, but the Chief 


D 5 are, 
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are, Murder, Adultery, Blaſphemy, and 
Prophaneneſs, wilful Perjury, Idolatry, For- 
nication, and Uncleanneſs, Theft and In- 
Juſtice, Fraud and Oppreſſton. 

9. Do you believe there will be Degrees 
of Rewards and Puniſhments in a Future 
Sr 

A. I believe as the Scripture tells us, in 
my Father's Houſe are many Manſions, 
Fohn, xiv. 2. and as one Star differeth from 
another Star in Glory, Cor. xv. 41. ſo there 
will be Degrees of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments aſſigned to all at the general Judg- 
ment, according to their Works. | 
©. Is there the ſame Proof in Scripture 
for Degrees of Puniſhments, as there is for 
Rewards ? | 

A. There is; we are there told, that ſome 
will be beaten with fewer, and ſome with many 
Stripes; and Reaſon points out the Neceſſity 
of different Degrees of Puniſhment corre- 
ſponding with the different Degrees of Guilt. 

9. Will not the Prayers of the Living, 
and Maſſes for the Dead aſſwage theſe 
Pains, and at length redeem Souls from 
Puniſhments ? 

A. We have no Proofs from Scripture 
that they will, nor is it agreeable to Reaſon 
that it ſhould be ſo, ſince the Satisfaction of 
Chriſt is ſufficient of itſelf for all penitent 
Sinners; and it is ſaid, where the Tree fal. 
leth, there it will lye, Eccl. xi, 3, and 4 
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of Hell there is no Redemption: As to the 
Texts cited on the other Side, and for the 
Notion of a Popiſh Purgatory, they are no 
way Pertinent, but the ſenſe of them per- 
verted, as I endeavoured to ſhew in Sect. 7. 
and Part II. where I ſpoke of a Popiſh 
Purgatory, «off Mech 


PART IV. 


SECT. XXVI. What Degree of Per- 
feftion is neceſſary towards keeping God's 
Commandments. ad 


9. HAT was the third Thing your 
Godfathers and Godmothers pro- 
PWwgS > 7 02425 
A. That I ſhould keep God's Holy Will 
and Commandments, and walk in the ſame 
all the Days of my Life. pe le, 
8, Do you think you are bound to per- 
form and fulfil this Promiſe ? 
A. I do, to the beſt of my Power, and do 
think I cannot expect Salvation without uſe- 
ing my beſt Endeavours to that End. 
9. Can any one perform them as perfect- 
u be dug to ds 
A. No one can Keep the Commandments 
of God perfectly; for do the beſt we can, 
we are ſtill unprofitable Servants, and ſub- 
ject to many Frailties and Imperfections; 
but by the Grace of God aſſiſting us, we 
| may 
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may keep them, ſa as to be accepted of 
with God, thro' the Mercy. and Mediation 
2. What think you then of thoſe in the 


Church of Rome, who pretend to keep the 


Commandments of God to that Perfection, 
as to do more than is required of them; and to 
do ſo many good Works, as to impart the 

Merits of ſome of them to others, which 
are called Works of Supererogation ? 

A. I think them very preſumptuous, and 
that they do not underſtand the Meaſure and 
Degrees of their Goſpel Obedience aright; 
for do the beſt we can, as I ſaid before, we are 
unprofitable Servants, and have done but that 
which was our Duty to do, Lake, xvii. 10. 
And in another Place St Paul ſpeaks, Let 
him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take Care 
leſt he fall, 1 Cor. x. 13. and Rom, vii. 18. 
In my Fleſh dwelleth no Good Thing. 
In many Things we all offend, Jan. iii. 2. 
which ſhew that the moſt Upright of us 
Performances, much leſs, to have more of 
good Works than are neceſſary for us. 

9. What is that Degree of Perfection 
and Goſpel Obedience, which will re- 
commend us to God, and intitles us to be 
| Heirs of Salvation and Happineſs here- 

after ? NOR ON reli: If 

| | | A. It 


cannot, nor ſhould preſume on our own 


- [SY | 

A. It is to endeavour to keep the Com- 
mands of God, with an H » :Humble, 
and Upright Heart; begging God's Grace 
to aſſiſt and enable us to continue ſo to do, 
to our Lives End. * 

9. You ſaid your Godfathers and God- 
mothers did promiſe for you that you ſhould 
keep God's Commandments, tell me e how 
many there be? | 

A, Ten. For) 

9. W hich be they ? 

A. The ſame which God peak in the 
20th Chapter of Exodus, ſaying, I am the 
Lord thy God, who brought thee out of 
the Land of Egypt, and out of the — of 
Bondage. a 


SECT. XXVI I. Of the Cm 
in general. 


E What does this Preface to theſe Com- 
mandments contain ? 

A. Motives to Obedience from the Con- 
ſideration of the Perfon who gave them, 
binding them on us with this. Authority, I 
am the Lord thy God, and his Goodneſs 
and Mercy in delivering the Ifraclites out of 
the Land of Egypt, and Houſe of Bondage. 

: Are theſe Commandments equally 
binding on. us, as they were on the Jews. 

A. They 
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A. They are, as our Saviour expound. 
ed them, enlarged upon them, and made 


them r Goſpel than they 
were before. 


9. What is the ſubject matter of thoſe 
Commandments? 

A. It may be divided into two malt 
Heads, our Duty towards God, which i 

expreſſed in the four firſt Command. 
ments, which make up the firſt Table; 
and our Duty towards our Neighbour, 
which make up the ſix laſt, or the ſecond 
Table. One of theſe our Saviour.calls the 
Firſt and great Commandment, which is 
the Love of God; and the ſecond, he ſaith, 
is like unto it, thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf. For on theſe two _ al 
the Law and the Prophets. 


S ECT. XXVII. Of the Firſt Con- 
mandment, that God is to be the _ Objed 
of our Warſip 


9. Which is the Firſt Commendunnc? 

A. Thou ſhalt have none other Gods but 
me. 

9; What is the vents and Scope of this 
Commandment ? | 

A. It ſets forth to us the Unity of the 
Divine Nature, or that. there is one only 
true God to be worſhipped. 

2. How do you prove this? 

A, From 


ind. 
jade 


noſe 


RE =". 
A. From the Light of Nature 'and Rea- 
ſon, as alſo from the Holy Scriptures. 

9. How do you prove that there is one 
only God from the Light of Nature? 

A. From the uniform Order, Beauty, and 
Uſefulneſs of the Things that are made, 
which could not ariſe from Chance, or from 
a Notion of more Gods than one. 

9. How do you prove that there is not 
more Gods than one from Reafon ? 

A, If it could be ſuppoſed there were 
more Gods, this would imply  Subordina- 
tion and Dependance, one on the other, or 
create Oppoſition in the forming this viſi- 
ble World; for two Infinites and Eternals 
could not in any Reaſon ſubſiſt together; 
and deſtroys that Attribute of Infinite Per- 
fection and Power, which is peculiar to one 
only true God. TT 

2: What Texts of Scripture have you to 
prove there is one only true God, and no 
other ? | 

A. Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is 
one God, Deut. vi. 4. he is God in Hea- 
ven above, and on Earth beneath, there is 
none elſe, Deut. iv. 39. Iam the Firſt, and I 
am the Laſt, and beſide me there is no God, 
Tſai. xliv. 6. with many other Texts; bu 
theſe may be thought ſufficient. 

9. Have you any Texts of the New Tet- 
tament to prove this Point ? $8 

- Of, 
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A. St. Paul, writing to: the Corinthians, 
tells them, chere is no other God but one; 
for tho” there be that are called Gods on 
Earth, yet to us there is but one God, the 
Father. of whom are all things. 

Chriſt ſpeaking of the one only true God, 
fays, that he ought only to be worſhipped 
and ſerved, _ 

2 Have you any other Proof ? 

A. All theApoſtles, who left any writings 
after them, affirm the ſame, and make the 
Belief of one only God, in oppoſition to the 
many Gods of the Heathen, the chief Arti- 
cle of the Chriſtian Religion. 

2. How do people tranſgreſs this Com- 


mand? . -» 


A. When they worſhip any other God, 
either together with, or inſtead of the true 
God; as Laban had his Houſhold Gods, 
to whom he paid worſhip, together with the 
Supreme God of the Univerſe; as King 
Seb omon did to his Wife's Gods, beſide the 


God of Iſrael. The Iſraelites did the ſame 


in the Caſe of the Molten Calf, and the Sa- 
maritans in worſhipping the two Calves in 


Dan and Bethel, Yet they worſhipped 


the God of the Univerſe together with 


them. 
9. Are there any People now a-days who 


follow theſe Practices? 


A. There are ſome who call heanfive 
- Chriſtians, 


65 
hriſtians, who are ks of the ſame thing. 
9. How ſo? 
A. In their Prayers to Saints and Angels, 
ven to imaginary Saints, and Souls of Men 
departed this Life, and to the Bleſſed Vir- 
pin, whom they Prophanely ſtyle the Mo- 
ther of God. 
9 How can you prove this to be Ido- 
latry ? 
4. Becauſe they. give the fame Worſhip 
o the Creature, which is Prayer and Ado- 
ation, that 18 due to the Creator only, _ 
What Proof have you for this? 
Their own Manuals, waere there are 
Offices and Litanies, directed to the Virgin 
Mary and Saints, which ſhew it. 


ans, 
nez 
On 


the 


— 
1 


| 
d, 9, Is it oy” Harm to pray to them to in- VB 
ue tercede for us? 1 
ls, A. It is; becauſe Invocation is much the 1 
he ſame as Adoration ; and Prayer to any Per- | 
1g ſon betokens a Dependance, which ſhould ' 
he be on God alone. | 
ne Q. If you had a Suit to make to a great | 
4. Man, would not you make uſe of as many 
in Mediators and Interceſſors as you could to 
d obtain your. Petitions, why not much rather 
th Wl to Saints and Angels, — the Bleſfed Vir- 


gin, who ſeem to have a greater Power and 

0 Intereſt in Heaven to intercede for us, than 

| Men on Earth with one another ? 

8 A. There is a great Difference between 

„ che Frailties and Paſſions of earthly 9 
an 
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and Potentates, and the Infinite Perfection 
and Knowledge of God Almighty, who 
knows our Neceſſities before we: aſk, and 
our Ignorance in aſking; and our Saviow 
Jeſus Chriſt has promiſed to be a ſufficien 
Mediator and Interceſſor for all peniten 
Sinners, who rely upon his Aid and Afi. 
trance, by virtue of his Death on the Croſs, 
Is it any Harm to make uſe of othen 
alſo, in ſo good a Work? ; 
A. It is, for it appears to be a leſſening 
or making flight of our Saviour's Satisfaction 
and Merits, to apply to any other. 
A. Do you ſuppoſe that Saints, or An. 
gels, or even the Bleſſed Virgin, to whom 
numbers addreſs themſelves, in the Reps 
tition of more Prayers than to Almighty 
God, can hear us? rl 
7 A. 1 do not ſuppoſe they can; and the il ©" 
Reaſon is, if they could hear ſuch numbers of WM Þ 
Petitioners at the ſame time, they muſt have R 
Infinite Power and Knowledge, which are 
Attributes peculiar to God alone, and not to s 
be aſcribed to any created Being, without 
the imputation of - manifeſt Abſurdity, and 
an Affront to God's Majeſty and Power at 
the ſame Time. 
2. Who are Tranſgreſſors of this Com- 
mand? 
A. Not only Atheiſts, who pretend to 
believe there is no en in en and £ 
| Practice, 


1 
Practice, but thoſe, who do not worſhip 


who him aright, and have other Objects of Wor- 
an( ſhip and Invocation, beſides the one only true 
ou God. | 
Clent 9. Do you apprehend this Tranſgreſſion 
iten to be any great Sin? | 
\ fliſ, A. I apprehend. it to be ſo heinous, that 
s. God puniſhed the [/rae/ites for it frequently 
hen by Death, and throwing them into Captivity, 
and Bondage, to other Nations ; and rooted 
ing, the Canaaniies out of the Land before them 
tion for this Sin, and many others, which were 


the Conſequences of it. : 
9. Why may we not expect the ſame 
Judgment on Idolatrous Nations now? 


thod of cutting off Sinners with ſuch Seve- 
rity has ceaſed, to ſhew the Difference be- 


the tween the two Diſpenſations ; allowing all 
s of People now ſufficient Space for Repentance, 
ave Reformation, and Amendment of Life. 

are 


t to S ECT. XXIX. Of the Second Com- 
out mandment; the Idolatry of Image Worſhip ; 
ind that we are not to make any Similitude of 
at Cod, or any other thing, to pay Worſhip or 
Adoration to it. | | 


Which is the Second Commandment ? 
to Thou ſhalt. not make to thyſelf any 
nd graven Image, nor the likeneſs of any Thing 

: that 


A. Since the coming of Chrift this Me- 
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that is in Heaven above, or in the Earth 
beneath, or in the Waters under the Earth, 
thou, ſhalt not bow down to them, &c. 

9, What is meant by not making a gra 
ven Image ? 

A. Not to make an Image or Repreſen. 
tation of any Thing or Perſon, by Art or an 
other Way to worſhip it, as was, and is now 
practiſed, among the Heathen. 

© Is it any Harm to make an Image of 
the Apoſtles, and the Bleflied Virgin, and 
other Saints departed, to put us in mind of 
them, when we do not worſhip them ? 

A. It is not; but it is the ſafeſt Way to 
let them alone, eſpecially not to ſet them up 
in Places of Worſhip, leſt devout Ignorance 
ſhould be prompted to bow down to them, 
and adore them, as it has often happened, 
and is at preſent practiſed by the Church of 
Rome, 

9. Is it any Sin to ſay our Prayers before 
their Images, and bow down to them, 
and the Crucitix, as the Devout and Igno- 
rant in Popiſh Countries are too apt to do, 
and ſhelter themſelves under this Pretext, 
that they do not give them the ſame Wor: 
ſhip that is due to God? 

Alt is; for the Diſtinction of Worſhip 
will not alter the Sin ; for by the Command 
we are not to bow down to them, fall down 
before them, or give them any Worſhip at 


all. 
Al 
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9. It is ſaid by them, who argue for 
Image Worſhip, that they are only Helps 
0 Devotion, that the P rayers Taid before 
them terminate through them, and are chief- 


ly direted to God, as Mediums to their + 


End ; ſo that there can be no great Harm to 
pray before Pictures and Images? 

A. The Command is ſo expreſs againfl 
it, as thou ſhall not make to thyſelf any gra- 
ven Image, nor the Likeneſs of any Thing 
in Heaven above, nor on the Earth be- 
neath, thou ſhalt not bow down to them, nor 
worſhip them, &c. ſo that let the Excuſe be 
what it will, it ought not to be done againſt 
the Command; the Words are ſo directly 
oppoſite to it; for more true Devotion can 
proceed from the Heart, than from any out- 
ward ſenſible Means whatſoever. 

9. Is it contrary to this Command to 
make an Image of God ? | 

* A. It is, and alſo to Reaſon and Scripture ; 
it is contrary to Reaſon, becauſe God is not 
to be comprehended by our Senſes, nor has 
he been ſeen at any Time, but by his An- 
gels, who attend his throne 3 his appearance 
to Moſes and the Iſraelites was by Fire and 
a Cloud, but no other Shape or other Ap- 
pearance to be ſeen. the 

9. How is it contrary to Scripture ? 

A. From theſe Texts of Scripture, as Deut. 

| | iv. 
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iv. 13, 16, 17. Take Heed unto! your. 
ſelves, for ye ſaw no Manner of fimilitude 
on the Day that the Lord ſpoke to you out 
of the midſt of the Fire in Horeb, leſt you 
corrupt yourſelves, and make you a graven 
Image, the Similitude of any Figure, and [/, 
xl. 18, To whom then will you liken God, 
or what Likeneſs will, you compare- him un. 
to, the Workman melteth the graven Image, 
and the Goldſmith ſpreadeth it over with 
Gold, and in the xlii, 8. I am the Lord, 
and my, Glory will not I give to another, 
nor my Praiſes to Graven Images, and Rom, 
i. 2, 3. and changed the Glory of the un- 
corruptible God into an Image made like 
to corruptible Man, &c. 44h 
If we are not permitted to make an 
Image of God the Father, ſure its no Harm 
to make an Image of Feſus Chriſt as Man ? 
A. It is no Harm to make an Image of 
Chriſt as Man, and of his Apoſtles too, 
provided they are not introduced into our 
Places of Worſhip, to have Divine Ho- 
nours paid to them, as Devout Ignorance is 
apt to prompt Men to. | 
9. What ſay you to the Practice of the 
Church of Rome, with reſpect to Image 
Worſhip ? ER 0%: 
A. I judge it to be very ſcandalous, and 
as groſs Idolatry to be tranſacted amongſt 


them, as ever was in the Heathen World, 
2 How 
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9. How do you prove this? 
A. From the apparent Practice of, 4 
p Images. in their, Places of Worſhip, not 
poly 1 in this, but much more ſo in all Coun- 
ries, where their Religion is ſupported by 


ur. 
Ide 
Out 
ou 
yen 


a, Human Laws, as thoſe of Silver and Gold, 
xd, In ahh and Spain, and alſo that Famous 
m. Chapel at Loreto, richer by Account, 
ve, han that of Diana of the Epheſians. 


2 What think you of that Diſtinction 
heir Doctors make of this Part of the Com- 
andment, laying, in the Original i it is not 
Graven [mages as we glx it, but a 
raven Thing. 


ke A. Admit it to be ſo; is not a Graven 

mage a Graven Thing ? Surely then if we 
an Were not to worſhip a Graven Thing, we 
* are not to worſhip a Graven Image. 


9, Can you produce any other Hie 
ff their Idolatrous Worſhipf 
A. I can, in their Good Friday Croſs wor- 
ip, for they adore the Croſs as well as 
briſt in that Performance; as to the Pre- 
ence of worſhipping Chriſt in Preſence of 
he Croſs, it is a meer Deluſion contrived 
o cheat Ignorant People. 

A Are there any other Inſtances of their 
dolatrous Worſhip beſides this? | 
A. There are many but that of wor- 
ipping che Hoſt, when elevated, is a very 

familiar 
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familiar one, where they ſuppoſe the rei 
Body of | Chriſt to be preſent, under th 
form of a Wafer; and their own Doe. 
tors allow it to be Idolatry, if he is not then 
preſent; but this I prove impoſſible to be, 
where I treat of the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation., . 
2. What Difference is there between Hes 
then Idolatry and Chriſtian Idolatry? 
A. Very little, only the former is more ex- 
cuſable, not having ſo good a Light to wall 
by, they paying Worſhip and Adoration to 
their good Kings, Heroes, and Benefacton 
and idolatrous Chriſtians to the Images of 
Chrift, and his Apoſtles, Holy Martyrs and 
Confeſſors, who died in Defence of the Goſpel, 
they alſo making an Image of God th: 
Father, whom they repreſent by the Pic- 
ture of an Old Man; and Images of the Vir. 
gin Mary, to whom they pay more Reſpedl 
than to God himſelf, if we may judge by 
the Repetition of Prayers ſaid to both. 
9. Do the Worſhip of both terminate in 
the Images themſelves ? | 
A. No, the wiſer Heathens always ac: 
knowledged a Supreme Being, Creator d 
all Things, whom they. repreſented: under 
the Images of Saturn, Jupiter, Belus, &c. 
as Chriſtian Idolators worſhip the ſame God 
* thro? other Repreſentations; - 1 
| | 9, What 


* N 
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9. What doth the Scope of this Com- 
te mandment require of us? 

A. To worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, 
and not by any viſible Repreſentation what- 
de ſoever; for God is a Spirit, and they that 
ſüb l worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit 
and Truth, Fob. iv. 24. that is, with Purity 
of Heart and Sincerity of Mind, without 
which the outward Performance is of little 
Uſe. 

9, In what Age did this Practice of 
Image worſhip ſtart up in the Chriſtian 
Church ? | 

A. In the four firſt Ages of the Chriſtian 
Church Image Worſhip was not in Uſe, as 
Origen againſt Celſus, Tertullian's Apol. Epi- 
the pbanius and Auguſtin teſtify in their Writings, 
pie. except among the Gnofſtick and Capocratiun 
Vir. Heretics, who laſted but a ſhort Time. 

In the Fifth, Pictures of Saints, Martyrs 
and Confeſſors, together with the Paſſion of 
| our Saviour, were painted on the Porches 
e in of their Churches, and on their Church 
Walls, as hiſtorical Repreſentations, but not 

ac- FF worſhipped. | | | 
r of Between the Sixth and Seventh they began 
1der Ml to be worſhipped ; this occaſioned two Coun- 
&c. cils to be held at Conſtantinople, under the 
God Emperors Leo Iſaurus, and Conflantinus 
Capronymus, who order'd all Images and 
ha Pictures in Churches ſhould be deſtroyed, on 
Account of the ——_— Uſe made of —_ 
ur 
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but the 2d Council of Nice 787 (held then 
by the Influence Pope Adrian had on th 
Empreſs Irene, a ſuperſtitious and wickel 
Woman) decreed that the Worſhip of Pic. 
- tures and Images ſhould be reſtored, an 
this Practice, tho* much declaim'd again 
by Councils, Fathers, and other holy Me 
after theſe Times, yet continued with var. 
ous Succeſs ever ſince, under the Influenc 
of the Popes of Rome, who appear'd in 
Hiſtory to be the chief Advocates and Pro- 
moters of it to theſe Times. 

9. Are there not ſome Texts of Scrip 
ture quoted by Romaniſts for the Suppon 
of Image Worſhip ? 

A. There are two Places of Scriptur 
whence they bring Examples for this Prat 
tice, the one is from Exodus 25th, when 
God commanded to ſet up two Cherubim 
one at each End of the Mercy Seat, whici 
was for Ornament, and ſome ſacred Mar- 
tyrs, as Aguinas obferves, and not for Wor 
ſhip, fer the People were not admitted tt 
the Mercy Seat, to ſee the Cherubims, { 
as to ey rs, 4m the other is the Serpent 
ſet up in the Wilderneſs, by the Command d 
God, Numb. 21. 

As to the Brazen Serpent, it was only a 
outward viſible Sign of a miraculous Cure 
that was to be done at the Sight of it, a 
\ Moſes by his Rod did Wonders, all by tix 
Power of God, and no Argument for Imag 

| Worſhip, 
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Worſhip, and for Confirmation of this He- 
zekiah ordered the brazen Serpent to be 
broke in Pieces, on Account of the Iſraelites 
burning Incenſe to it, 2 Kings xvili. 4. 

9, What Difference do you conceive to 
be between the Firſt and Second Command- 
ments ? 

A. The Firft Commandment forbids the 
Worſhip of any other God but one; and the 
Second forbids any Likeneſs or Repreſenta- 
tion to be made of him, by Images, or any 
other Way ; as alſo any Images of Saints 
or Angels, or any other Being, to be ſet 
up in Places of Worſhip, to tempt ignorant 
People to pray before them, or bow down to 
worſhip them, as is now practiſed in moſt 
Popiſh Countries, where Images are much 
honoured and worſhipped. 

9. How came the Firſt and Second Com- 
mandments to be made one of, in moſt of 
the Manuels, and Catechiſms, of the Church 
of Rome, and that they divide the Tenth 
into two, to make up the Number ? 

A. Becauſe they hide as much as poſſible 
that ſinful and idolatrous Practice of Image 
Worſhip, and alſo that of Saints and Angels, 
from the Eyes of the People, who would 
be apt to forſake their Idolatrous Practices, 
if they were let into the clear Knowledge 
of God's Commands, and the free Uſe of 
the Holy Scriptures. 

| E 2 9. Is 
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9. Is there any Reaſon to divide the 19 
Commandment into two ? 
A. None that I know of, for the Sen 
and Scope of the Words are the ſame thn 
the whole Commandment ; and is not ſo 6 
vided in any Tables of Diviſion made by A 
cient Fathers and Hiſtorians, from the co 
ing of Chriſt to the 12th Century, wh 
have been carefully peruſed on this Poi 
You will find the general Voice of them f 
the preſent Diviſion in the Reforme 
Churches, and againſt that Erroneous on 
made uſe of in the Church of Rome, ſon 
few Centuries paſt, who quote St. Auguſt 
for it, without any good Authority, fine 


he recanted this Error in other Parts oY £ 
his Writings, as you may ſee in the Pai | 
Edition of this Father, tr 
As for the Jewiſh Writers and HiſtonWl - 
ans, they are all againſt this Diviſion M 
the Commandments in the Church of Rom © 
ſee Joſepbus, Philo, Buxtorff and the Chi 5 
dea Paraphraſe in Exod. xx. i 
9. What is the Purport of the laſt Par nd 

of this Commandment, about viſiting e 
Sins of the Fathers upon the Children, Ml. - 
3d and 4th Generation of them that hat luſ 
him, ſhewing Mercy to Thouſands, of then 
that love him, and keep his Command Dil 
ments? | | "ar 
A. God is fo jealous of his Honour — 


this reſpect of Worſhip, that he declares i 
wou 
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© 100 
ould inflict ſuch Temporal Judgments on 
Sen e Fathers as would affect the Children for 
the{Wenerations to come, if they continued to hate 


im ſo, as not to keep theſe two Command- 
ents ; that is, if they worſhipped any other 
ſe God be ſide him, or worſhipped him in 
falſe Manner. 5 

9. Is there no Means left of averting 
is Puniſhment ? | 


A. There is, when the Children forſake 
e Father's Sins, and turn to him that ſmote 


ſom em; God will viſit them then with Mer- 
ui when they ſhew that they love him, by 
ſinWMecping, bis Commandments. 


9, Why does God ſeem by theſe Threats 
; 1 moſt provoked at this Sin of Ido- 
try! 

A. Becauſe it is the greateſt leſſening to 
is Glory, and undermines the Foundation 
f all true Religion and Virtue. 

9. Why are not the idolatrous Chriſtian 
ations viſited with ſuch ſignal Puniſhments 


- Pad Judgments, as were pronounced againſt 
g ue Hraelites, in this Commandment ? 

n, 1 4. The ſame Reaſon I gave in the Con- 
hal luſion of the former Commandment, will 


lo for this, that the Fewiſh and Chriſtian 
Diſpenſations are different, temporal Re- 
ards and Puniſhments being the Sanctions 
hiefly inſiſted on in the former, but ſpiri- 
ual and eternal in the latter. 


E 3 I have 


* 
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I have enlarged much on theſe two Com. 
mandments, as the manifeſt Tranſgreſſion 
againſt them, are the reigning Sins of theſt 
Times, as they were in former Ages. 


SECT. XXX. Of the Third Command. 
ment, of the Nature of raſh Oaths of every 
Kind, Perjury, and falſe Swearing, ral 
Fows, e. | 


9, What is the Third Commandment ? 

A, T hou ſhalt not take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord wil 
not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his Name 
in vain. 

9. What is meant by the Name of God? 

A. It is that by which he is made known 
to us in the holy Scriptures, to wit, his 
great and ſeveral Attributes he has declared 

himſelf by. 2 

9. What do you mean by taking God's 
Name in vain ? 

A. When we make mention of his Name 
on any trifling or ſlight Occaſion, in our 
common Diſcourſe, or.Intercourſe, one with 
another, in Bargains, Contracts, and Pro- 
miſes. 

2. Is the Name of God taken in vain, 
when what we ſay is true, as well as what is 
falſe ? 

A. We judge it to be ſo in ſome Degree 


by the - Chriſtian Doctrine, Mart, v. though 
among 


1 
mong the Jews they ſuppoſed it to be no 
din to make mention of the Name of God, 
hen what they ſaid was true, as is the Prac- 
ice of ſome Chriſtians in theſe Days. 

2. What is an Oath ? 

J. It is a ſolemn Appeal to God to wit- 
eſs to the Truth of what we ſay, thereby 
irtually invoking him to puniſh us if what 
e ſay be falſe. 

2. Is it lawful to ſwear on any Account, 
hen our Saviour ſays, in the 5th of St. Matt. 
Swear not at all ? | he: 

A What is meant there, is not to ſwear 
pn light Occaſions, or to make uſe of the 
ame of God in common Diſcourſe ; but 
let your yea be yea, and your nay nays 
hat is, let what you ſay be true, and receiv- 
ed as Truth, by your own affirming or de- 
ying the Thing to be ſo, without calling 
on God to be a Witneſs. | 

9. Is it lawful to ſwear in a Matter of 
Moment, when we are called on ſo to do? 
me A. It is to witneſs to the Truth of any 
yur Thing we are called on before a Magiſtrate; 
ith to decide Differences in Matters of Right 
o- {Wand Property, as an Oath for Confirmation 

is ſaid to be an End of Strife, Heb. vi. 16. 
in, Nand to give Teſtimony of our Loyalty and 
is Fidelity to the Governors ſupreme in any 

Country we live in. | 
ee . What is Perjury ? 

E 4 -; 


| [ 80 ] 

Al. ltis calling on God to witneſs to the 
Truth of what we know to be falſe, and alſo 
of. what we do not know to be certainly true, 

Q. How do you divide this kind of Per. 

1 | 

A. Into deliberate, or permeditated Per. 
Jury, and raſh or unthinking Perjury. 

2. What is dehberate Perjury ? 

A. It is calling on God to witneſs in 2 
Matter of Moment, and aſſerting it to be 
true, when we know it to be directly falſe, 

2. What is the Puniſhment attending this 
Sin? | . 

A. That God has ſaid, he will not hold 
him guiltleſs who commits it, but puniſh 
with eternal Death, ſo heinous a Sin without 
Repentance, and making Reſtitution to the 


Perſon injured, to the beſt of our Power, tl 
| 2. What is the Nature of raſh and un- 4 
thinking Perjury ? 8 


A. When we call upon God, to witneſs Ml «, 
in what is falſe, without Thought, on al þ 
triffing Account. 

9. What leads us into this Sin? t 

A. The common Uſe of Oaths on all Oc- N « 
cations, be what we ſay true or falſe. 

9. What Remedy is beſt for the Cure of MI 1 
this Malady ? 

A. Not to make Uſe of the Name of , 
God in our common Diſcourſe, [ntercourſe, 
or Bargains, one with another; to conſider | 
what an Affront it would be to act thus 

f in 


r 
n the Preſence of a King or any great Man, 
how much more in the Preſence of the King 
of Kings, who is always preſent with us. 
Als it ſinful to ſwear by the Creatures of 
God? thee, 

A. It is ; for herein you appeal to them, 
as deciders of yqur Controverſies, Diſcerners 
of the Truth br Falſehood of what you 
ſwear, and fuppoſe a Power in them to pu- 
niſh you, if you ſwear falſely ; which Pow- 
eris to be given to God alone, who is All- 
knowing, and All-powerful, and can de- 
ſtroy the Whole Creation by the Breath of 
his Mouth, ts 
Q: Does the common Uſe of Oaths add 
any Weight to what we ſay? OT 

A. It does not, and is ſo far from do- 
ing it, that others have Reaſon to ſuſpect, 
that there is ſomething Falſe couched under 
that ſaying, that needs an Oath to ſer it off.; 
and there is this Misfortune generally at- 


els BY tends a common Swearer; that few or none 
| © BY believe what he ſwears to be true. 
9. Is not there ſome. ſenſible Pleaſure at- 
tending this Sin, that makes People ſo fond 
c- i of it? 
| A. I could never know or hear of any, 
of W it ſeems to me to proceed from a corrupt 
Cuſtom People fall into, for Want of 
A Thovght, good Senfe, and good Manners, 


and through a Contempt of God and Reli- 
er gion, 


* | E 5 9. What 


* 
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9, What think you of making Vows, a 
is cuſtomary with ſome People? 

A. I think it adviſeable to be very cau. 
tious in making Vows, leſt we ſhould not be 
able to perform them, then they are ealled 
raſh Vows, as the Scripture. fpeaks, when 
thou voweſt a Vow unt God, defer nat 
to pay it, for he hath no Pleaſure in Fools, 
Eccl. 5.4. And better it n thou ſhould} 
not vow, than thou ſhouldſt vaw and not 

pay, ver. 5. 

9. Do you ſuppoſe .that profane Cuſtom 
of Curling, to be a Breach of this Com- 
mandment ? ; 

A. I do, for it often happens, that God 
Almighty's Name is joined with ſuch wicked WW cf: 
Wiſhes and Imprecations, and always ſhews co 
a Malicious and Wicked Intention of doing 
Evil to your Neighbour, or having Miſchief WW Pc 
befal him by ſome other Hand; calling on 
God to bring Judgments on your Neigh- to 
bour, and thoſe perhaps without deſerving, Wl Ge 
which often gt upon the Party's own With: 


Head, that wiſhes this Evil to another. N. 
What may, beſide all this, be compre- are 
hended under this Command? fot 


A. All blaſphemous and reproaching Ways m. 
of ſpeaking, concerning God, and Religion, {Wan 
and the Miniſters of his Word, without de- [W all 
ſerving ; as alſo, an irreverent Behaviour in N fac 
his publick Worſhip, and the Uſe of the Nui 

| Sacraments, NV. 


Veneration. 
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Sacraments, and in ſhort of any Thing 
wherein his Name and Honour is concerned. 


9. What Obſervations and Reflections are 


neceſſary to be made, on the Breach of this 
Commandment ? 

A. That Chriſtians, above all Sets of 
People, that Hiſtory gives an Account of, 
are apteſt to tranſgreſs, and treſpaſs againſt 
this Command, whether under the Name 
of Chriſtianity they preſume to offend more 
than others, or they are inclined to let other 
People ſee, how free they can make with 
that God they profeſs to believe in, when 
moſt other Sets of People in the World, 
are afraid to mention his awful Name, un- 
leſs on a Religious, Solemn and - erious Ac- 
count, | 
9. Can you mention any of thoſe Sects of 
People, that are ſo cautious in this Reſpect ? 

A. I think I can ; the ancient Jets are faid 
to have that Veneration for the Name of 
God, that when they made mention of him, 
they uſually added this Expreſſion, whoſe 
Name is Bleſſed; and the Modern Jews 
are alſo ſaid to have that awful Reverence 
for the Name of God, that they do not 
make mention of jt, only on a Serious 
and Religious Account. The Mahometans 
alſo, are ſaid to hold the Name of God ſo 
ſacred, as never to ſpeak of him, or his At- 
tributes, but with the greateſt Reſpect and 


8 9. What 


1 841 


What other Obſervation 'have you 


to make on the Breach of this Command? 
A. T hat the little Regard Chriſtians ſhey 
for the Name of God, and his worſhip, 
with the ridiculous Errors of Popery ; ſuch 
as Image, and Saint worſhip, Tranſubſtan. 
tiation, and the Worſhip of the Hoſt, when 
el 1, are a great Offence to both Fews 
Mabometans, and a Hindrance to great 
bers of them, from coming into the 
Fold of Chriſt's Church, for by theſe Prac- 
tices the Name of God is blaſphemed among 
„ CY 
1 8 Can you produce me any Inſtance of 
this ? DS FINE 
A. I think I can, from the Council of the 
Jews, held, October 22d 1650, in the Plain 
of Ageda in Hungary, to ſearch the Scriptures 
whether the Meſſiab was come; when many 
of them had agreed to the Poſſibility of it, 
they deſired to know from the Chriſtians 
preſent, what Rules and Precepts the Meſſiab 
had left his Followers to walk by. Some 
Jeſuits and Franciſcans told them they mult 
follow the Doctrines of the Catholick Church, 
whoſe Vicar the Pope was, and amongſt o- 
ther Tenets mention'd thoſe of Tranſubſtan- 
ciation, Invocation of Saints, and Adoration of 
the bleſſed Virgin, and the Croſs: at this, ti 
faid, the Aſſembly broke up with great Tu- 
mulr, crying out, no Chriſt, ho Image-wor- 
ſhip, no Woman God; many rent their 
Cloaths, 


or + . ©y® 
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Cloaths, Alling Duſt on their Heads, crying 
Blaſ phemy, „ and departed. 


SECT. XXX, the Fourth IR 


mandment ; of the a riſtian Sabbath, and 
| bow it cught to be obſerved. | 


What! is the Fourth Commandment? . 
A. Remember thou keep Holy the Sab- 


bath- day, Six Days ſhalt thou labour, and 
do all that thou haſt to do, but the Seventh 


is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it 
thou ſhalt do no Manner of Work, thou, 
and thy Son, and thy Daughter, thy Man- 
ſervant, and thy Maid ſervant, thy Cattle, 


and the Stranger that is within thy Gates; 


for in Six Days the Lord made Heaven and 
Earth, the Sea, and all that in them is, and 
reſted the Seventh Day, wherefore the Lord 
bleſſed the Seventh Day, and hallowed it. 

What does this Command recom- 
mend to us, and oblige us to? 

A. A Day of Reſt, that we may keep it 
Holy to the Lord our God. 

Is it neceſſary to ſet apart a particu- 
lar Time for the Duties of Religion, if this 
Command had not enjoin'd it? 

A. It is, that People may be inſtructed in 
the Nature of religious Worſhip, and of 
moral Duties; and alſo to have a fixed and 
ſtated Time, of offering up publick and 
© common 


r 


7%. 
common Prayers, and Praiſes, in. Adoration V/. 
of God's Holy Name. ö pec 

9. What other End was this Day of W tha 
Reſt appointed for ? | 

A. Another was, to contemplate and ad- ro! 
mire the great Glory of God, in the Works 
of Creation and Providence, how in Six 
Days God made the Heavens, the Earth, 
the Sea, and all Things that are therein. 

2. Could not God make and create all 
Things in one Day, as well as Six? 

A. He could, but for greater Order, and 
that we might perceive his Works more 
diſtinctly, he choſe to do it in Six Days. 

9. Was this Command binding from the 
Beginning of the World ? 

A. It was; Divine Worſhip was appoint- 
ed publickly to be obſerved from the Be- 

inning, to wit Sacrifices, ſo a particular 

Day was neceſſary to be ſer apart for that 
End; this appears to be one of the ſeven Pre- 
cepts enjoin'd in thoſe Times, called the 
Precepts of the Sons of Noab; for God 
| himſelf ſanctified this Day, and ſet it apart 
1 for Reſt from Labour, and the Work of 
| the 6x Days, Gen. ii. | 


a When was the Inſtitution of the Sab- 

br bath renewed ? | | 
1 A. It was renewed to the Iſraelites in the 
Wilderneſs, after their Paſſage thro* the 
Red Sea, and being delivered from the 
Egyptian Bondage, on this Account the 
. Iſraelites 


Ce 


ue 2 CEE. 4 


J/raelites were bound to a ſtricter and more 
peculiar Obſervance of this ſabbatical Reſt 
than any other People, the Reaſon of this 
you may find in the 5th Chapter of Deute- 
ronomy, and 14th Verſe. 

9. What Day of the Week did the Jes 
obſerve ? 

A. Our Saturday. | 

9, Was this the ſame Day, on which God 
reſted from the Work of Creation, and 
commanded Adam and Noab to obſerve in 
their Generations ? 

A. It is probable it might, but this is not 
revealed to us. | 3 

9. How came this Day to be alter'd a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, and to be chang'd to the 
firſt Day of the Week ? 

A. It was chang'd to the firſt Day of the 
Week on Account of our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection on that Day, and from the Practice 
of the Apoſtles, and Chriſtians after them, 
who met together for divineWorſhip, on this 
Day, and continued ſtedfaſtly in breaking of 
Bread, and in Crayons Adds ii. 42. 

9. How are Chriſtians obliged to keep 
the Sabbath Day ? . 

A. By reſting from their ſix Days Labour, 
and any worldly Buſineſs, on this Day, and 
a — Attendance on divine Worſhip, 
with the Duties of Prayer, hearing, and 
reading the holy Scriptures, with other Books 
of Inſtruction and Devotion, and a due 

Attendance 
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Attendance with their Families to. ſuch Du- 
tien. 

9. May any Work be done this Day, 
more than was permitted to the Fews. 

A. Works of Mercy, Charity, and Ne. 
ceſſity, may be done, bur what tends to 
Profit or Gain, as buying and ſelling, making 
Bargains, and ſuch like Works of the fx 
Days, may not be done on the Sabbath, 2 
they are a manifeſt Treſpaſs againſt it. 

2 May we not employ our Cattle, or 
our Servants, in any laborious Exerciſe, on 
this Day, under the Chriftian Diſpenſation, 
which is different from that of the us? 

A. We may not, only in Caſes of Neceſ. 
ſity, that the poor Labourers, Servants and 
Cattle may have Time to Reſt, as well as 
others, as this Day was appointed by God 
for that End. 

9. May our Food be dreſs'd and made 
ready this Day, as was forbid among the 
Fews, and has been ſtrictly obſerv'd by 
ſome Chriſtians ſince, in Imitation of them ? 

A. We may make ready our Food on 
this Day, but all Exceſs in our Entertain. 
ments ſhould. be avoided, as much as poſſi: 
ble, that Servants may have more Time for 
Reſt and Attendance on divine Worſhip 
this Day, than any other Day of the Week. 

9. The ſabbatical Reſt was of that Strict- 
neſs among the Jews, that if a Man was 


found gathering Sticks on that Day to drels 
his 


Ju- 
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his Food, he was to be put to Death; does 
not that Strict neſs in ſome Meaſure bind 
al e 

A. It does not, the eus were bound to 
the Strictneſs of the Letter of their Law, 
we are now bound only to the Morality of 
It, | 

9. May any other Days be appointed for 
Days of Reſt from Labour beſide the Sab- 
bath? | 

A. By the Law of God we may follow our 
Callings and Occupations the ſix Days; but 
where publick Authority interpoſeth, it may 
appoint other Days of Reſt from common 
Labour, in order to the better Attendance 
on our Faſts and Feſtivals z but they ſhou'd 
be as few in Number as poſſible, for the 
Good of Society; and on moſt of thoſe 
Days, People may follow their ſeveral Cal- 
lings and Occupations, when divine Service 
is over, as is the Practice at preſent in ſome 
Popiſh Countries. 

9. Is it lawful to begin Journeys on this 
Day, and travel as on other Days of the 
Week, as is too much practiſed by ſome 
People, who ought to have a better Senſe 
of this Duty ? 

A. It is not lawful where a Caſe of Neceſ- 
ſity does not occur, and theſe Caſes are vat 
to be interpreted too favourably on our Side, 
altho* the Strictneſs of the Jeuiſb Sabbath is 


90 
in a great Meaſure laid aſide, yet the Mora. 
lity of it is of continual Obligation. 

2: What was a Sabbath Day's Journey 
deemed to be among the Jes? 

A. There are various Opinions, but the 
molt obvious and likelieſt is, that it was a- 
bout two miles, beyond which it was not 
lawful for them to go, without great Neceſ- 
ſity; their Towns, Villages and Synagogues 
being ſo near one another, it was not ſup- 
pos'd they need go at a greater Diſtance for 
publick Worſhip on that Day. 

9. Is it lawful to make Uſe of Games and 
Diverſions on this Day, as is uſual in theſe 
Parts of the World, and chief y in Popiſb 
Countries? 

A. It is not lawful to make Uſe of any 
Games on this Day, as it is ſet apart for re- 
ligious Duties only, and uſing our beſt En- 
deavours to improve ourſelves in the Know- 
ledge of God and true Religion, the beſt Uſe 
we can make of it, and Time little enaugh 
for that great End, beſide the Offence that 
we offer to our fellow Chriſtians. 

2, May not ſome Sort of Recreation be 
made Uſe of on this Day? 

A. It may for thoſe who are confined to 
cloſe Work the ſix Days, ſuch as Walking, 


and. Riding abroad, for the Benefit — | 


Health; but all laborious Exerciſes and Di- 
verſions are to be avoided, as Treſpaſſes a- 
gainſt this — 


$'ECT. 
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SECT. XXXII. Of the Fifth Command. Z 
ment, wherein the relative Duties are clear- | 
ly laid down. 


he 
a- 9. What is the fifth Commandment ? 
ot A. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, 
1. that thy Days may be long in the Land 
es which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
0. What ſeems to call on us ſor our Chief 
r Regard in this Command ? 

A. To pay due Reſpect and Regard to 
d our natural Parents, or any other deriving 
e under them. 


9. What is the Nature of this Reſpect 
and Honour we are to pay to our natural 
/ Parents ? 

. A. To obey all their juſt and reaſonable 
Commands; to pay due Reſpect to them, 
and to honour them, on Account of the 
Relation they bear to us, in Preheminence, 
| and Superiority, as our natural Parents, 

| 9. Are we to be under this Strictneſs of 
Duty to them when we come to Years of 
Maturity, as when in Infancy. and tender 
Years, when we wanted their Help and A- 
ſiſtance? : | 

A, We are to adviſe with them, in all 
important Undertakings, with Reſpect both 
to our religious and our worldly Affairs, | 


luch as Marriage, and diſpoſing of ourſelves 
in 
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in the World, as they were the Inſtruments 
of our Being and Education, and' puttin 
us in a Capacity of enjoying the Benefits of 


any of thoſe Stations, God has appointed for 


us in this Life. pe 

9. What farther Honour and Reſpect are 
we to pay to our natural Parents ? 

A. We are to repay that Tenderneſs and 
Love they ſhew'd us, when we cou'd not 
help ourſelves, to relieve their Neceſſities, 
if they ſtand in need of our Aſſiſtance, and 
It is in our Power to help them, to pay due 
Dc: ference and Reſpect to their Years and 
Infirmities, tho? they ſtood in Need of ou 
Supply in their daily Wants. | 

2: What is the Duty of Parents towards 
their Children? _ 

A. Chiefly to take Care of their Nurture 
and Education in the Fear of God, to ſhew 
good. Example to them, and have them 
early inſtructed in the Principles of true 
Religion, derived from Chrift and bis A- 
poſtles, | . 

'9. What are they to do farther for them? 

A. They are to bring up their Children 
at proper Years to ſome Trade, Buſineſs, 
and Employment, that they may get their 
Living by, according to their Ability and 
Circumſtances in the World; to diſtribute 
their Fortune equally amongſt them; at 
proper Years to help to ſettle them in the 

ED World, 
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World, as well in their Lifetime as at their 
Drath; to encourage them when they do 
well, and to admoniſh and correct them 
when they do amiſs. 

What other Behaviour is requir'd 
from Parents towards their Children ? 

A. To be loving, courteous, and gen- 
tle, towards them, and not by a froward 
Humour, or Paſſion, vented on all Occa- 
ſions, to provoke them to Wrath, as the 
Apoſtle warneth againſt, and ſo to with- 
draw their Love and Affection from them. 

Are there any others to be compre- 
hended under this Command ? 

A, There are, ſuch as Governors, and 
Magiſtrates ſupreme, and ſubordinate ; Mi- 
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